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Preface

By 2050, it is estimated that fifty percent of the world’s population will have some
competence in English. Many of these people will regard themselves asimprovers
rather than learners and will have only occasional need to quickly check the mean-
ing of aword in adictionary.

This dictionary is a portable, easy-to-use quick reference tool for alarge number of
words and phrases, rather than a substitute for the detailed guidance of a grammar
or course book. It includes commonly heard terms, with an indication of their rele-
vant frequency, and many more terms from the worlds of work and communication
and of modern society generally.

Each word isindividually defined, and no words, not even adverbs, are listed
without a definition. Examples and collocations are given for words that are likely
to beused in practice, in order to provide patterns for the user’s own production of
English sentences. Less frequently encountered words, which only need to be re-
cognised and understood, are given definitions only.

Each word, including compound words and phrasal verbs, hasits own easy-to-find
main entry in bold type. Each word has a pronunciation in the | nternational
Phonetic Alphabet. Typical phrases and idioms associated with the main term are
shown in bold type and separately defined within the entry.

The meaning of the main senses of each word is given clearly and smply, using a
limited and easily understood vocabulary. Meanings are grouped together by their
part of speech.

Extrahelp is offered in Notes at the end of some entries. These include unusual
inflected forms and warnings about words which sound the same but have different
spellings and can be confused with each other. The major differencesin US and
British spelling are also noted. Synonyms and antonyms (opposites) are given for
many words.



Parts of speech

abbr (abbreviation) interj (interjection) prefix

adj (adjective) modal verb prep (preposition)
adv (adverb) noun pron (pronoun)
article plural noun [alwaystakesa suffix

conj (conjunction) plura verb] verb

Symbols

The numbers 0, O, O indicate words which are commonly used, from 0 = the
most basic and essential, 0 = frequent and useful to know, to 0 = starting to
develop awider vocabulary.

[ ] before anew part of speech

before examples

before a phrase or collocation

before an idiom

an explanation of the word will be found at the place indicated
extrainformation will be found at the place indicated

o o0 e

Pronunciation

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark (' ) and a secondary stress
mark (, ). Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes
according to its position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop a other

ar type d3 jump

av how f fare

aro hire g gold

auvo hour h head

o1 course j yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ed fair m mix

el make n nil

eu go I} sing

31 word p print

it keep r rest

i happy S save

F) about I shop

I fit t take

9 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

ur pool v value

U book w work

[$7) tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

a /et/, A noun the first letter of the alphabet,
followed by B O Do you mean ‘pendant’
spelt with an ‘a’ or with an ‘e’? o from A to
Z completely, all the way through

a /o, e1/, an /on, &n/ article 1. one O an
enormous hole O a useful guidebook O She’s
bought a new car. O I want a cup of tea. O
We had to wait an hour for the bus. 2. for
each or to each O Apples cost 50p a kilo. O
The car was travelling at 50 kilometres an
hour. O He earns £100 a day. (NOTE: an is
used before words beginning with a, e, i, o,
u and with h if the h is not pronounced: an
apple or an hour. a is used before words
beginning with all other letters and also be-
fore u where u is pronounced /ju:/: a useful
guidebook)

A&E abbraccident and emergency

aback /o'bak/ adv o taken aback sur-
prised and shocked by something unpleasant
O She was somewhat taken aback when he
told her there was no train that evening.
abacus /'&bokos/ noun an object used for
counting, consisting of a frame with balls
which can be moved on bars

® abandon /o'bendon/ verb 1. to leave
someone or something without help O The
crew abandoned the sinking boat. Synonym
desert 2. to give up or stop doing something
O The company has decided to abandon the
project. O We abandoned the idea of setting
up a London office.

abandoned /o'bandond/ adj no longer
used or lived in

abandonment /o'bandonmont/ noun 1.
the act or process of giving someone or
something up 2. the act or process of leaving
someone or something without help. Syn-
onym desertion
abashed /o'ba|t/
embarrassed

abate /o'bert/ verb to become less strong or
forceful (formal). Synonym decrease
abattoir /'abotwa:/ noun a place where
animals are killed for meat. Synonym
slaughterhouse

abbey /'&bi/ noun 1. a place where a com-
munity of Christian monks or nuns live 2. a
large church O Westminister Abbey

adj ashamed or

abbreviate /o'briviert/ verb 1. to shorten
a word by leaving out some of the letters 2. to
shorten a piece of writing by leaving out part
of it. Synonym cut

abbreviated /o'bri:viertid/ adj shortened
by having something left out

abbreviation /obrirvi'erf(e)n/ noun a
shortened form of a word. Compare
acronym

ABC /et bi: 'sit/ noun the alphabet (NOTE:
The name comes from the first letters of the
Roman alphabet.) o it’s as easy as ABC it’s
very easy

abdicate /'zbdikert/ verb to give up the
position as king or queen of a country
abdication /,&bdi'kerf(o)n/ noun the act
of giving up the position of king or queen of
a country

abdomen /'zbdoman/ noun the space in
the front part of your body, containing the
stomach and other organs

abdominal /&b'domin(o)l/ adj referring to
the abdomen

abduct /xb'dakt/ verb to take someone
away, usually by force. Synonym kidnap
abduction /xb'dakfon/ noun the act of
taking someone away, usually by force. Syn-
onym kidnap

aberrant /x'berant/ adjnot usual or as ex-
pected (formal). Synonym abnormal. Ant-
onym normal

aberration / &ba'rerf(a)n/ noun an action
or thing which is not usual or expected. Syn-
onym abnormality

abet /o'bet/ verb to encourage or help
someone to do something wrong or illegal
(formal) iy aid (NOTE: abetting — abetted)
abhorrence /ab'horans/ noun a feeling of
hatred or horror (formal)

abhorrent /ob'horont/ adj horrible or dis-
gusting (formal)

abide /o'bard/ verb o to abide by to follow
rules or customs O You must abide by the
rules of the game. O We have to abide by the
decision of the referee. O to abide by a
promise to keep a promise

abiding /o'bardiy/ adj lasting a long time
(formal). Synonym enduring. Antonym
transient



ability

@ ability /o'biliti/ noun 1. the force or ca-
pacity to do something O She has many abili-
ties but singing isn’t one of them. (NOTE: The
plural in this meaning is abilities.) o I’ll do
it to the best of my ability I’ll do it as well
as [ can 2. the fact of being clever O a person
of great or outstanding ability

abject /'zbdzekt/ adj (formal) 1. very bad
O abject poverty 2. making you feel ashamed
O an abject apology O abject terror

ablaze /a'bleiz/ adv 1. on fire O Thirty
hectares of trees were ablaze. 2. shining
brightly O At midnight the house was still
ablaze with lights.

@ able /'etb(a)l/ adj 1. (NOTE: In this sense,
able is only used with to and a verb.) o to
be able to do something to be capable of
something or have the chance to do some-
thing O They weren't able to find the house.
o will you be able to come to the meeting?
can you come to the meeting? 2. being strong
enough or clever enough to do something O
He’s a very able general.

able-bodied /,e1b(o)l 'bodid/ adj fit and
healthy

ably /'e1bli/ adv in a very competent or effi-
cient way. Synonym capably

abnormal /&b'norm(a)l/ adj not normal.
Synonym irregular. Antonym normal
abnormality /,abno:'meliti/ noun 1. the
state of being abnormal 2. something which
is abnormal (NOTE: The plural is abnormali-
ties.)

abnormally /zb'noimosli/ adv in a way
which is different from normal

aboard /a2'bo:d/ adv, prep on a ship or ve-
hicle O The passengers went aboard the
‘Queen Elizabeth’ at 10 p.m. O When the
ship docked, customs officers came aboard to
inspect the cargo. O all aboard! everyone
get on, please!

abode /o'boud/ noun the place where
someone lives (literary) Synonym home o of
no fixed abode with no permanent address
(formal)

abolish /a'bolif/ verb to get rid of some-
thing such as a law or right

abolition /,&ba'lif(o)n/ noun the act of
abolishing something such as a law or right.
Synonym elimination

abominable /o'bominob(d)l/ adj very
bad. Synonym dreadful

abominably /o'bominabli/ adv in a horri-
ble way

Aboriginal /,&bs'ridzon(o)l/ adj referring
to Aborigines B noun same as Aborigine
Aborigine /zba'rid3mi/ noun an Austra-
lian who is a member of the peoples who
lived in Australia before Europeans arrived.
Also called Aboriginal

abrasive

abort /o'bo:t/ verb 1. to stop something tak-
ing place 2. to perform an abortion on a foe-
tus 3. (of a woman) to have an abortion or
miscarriage

abortion /o'bo:f(a)n/ noun the ending of a
woman’s pregnancy before a live infant can
be born

abortive /o'boitiv/ adj attempted without
success. Synonym unsuccessful. Antonym
successful

abound />'baund/ verb o to abound in or
with to be full of something (formal) O The
forests abound in game.

@ about /o'baut/ prep 1. referring to some-
thing O He told me all about his operation. O
What do you want to speak to the doctor
about? 2. O to be about to do something to
be going to do something very soon O We
were about to go home when you arrived. 3.
approximately O I've been waiting for about
four hours. O She’s only about fifteen years
old. o how about, what about what do you
think about (informal) © We can’t find a new
chairperson for the club — what about Sarah?
0 how about a cup of tea? would you like a
cup of tea? o while you’re about it at the
same time as the thing you are doing O While
you're about it, can you post this letter? m
adv in various places O There were papers
lying about on the floor. O There is a lot of
flu about during the winter months.
about-turn /obaut'tsin/, about-face
/abaut'fers/ noun 1. an order to soldiers to
turn to face in the opposite direction 2. an act
of changing your plans or policy to the oppo-
site of what you did before. Synonym U-turn
@ above /2'bav/ prep 1. higher than O The
plane was flying above the clouds. O The
temperature in the street was above 30 de-
grees. O At prices above £2.00, nobody will
buy it. 2. older than O If you are above 18,
you have to pay the full fare. 3. louder than O
1 couldn’t hear the telephone above the noise
of the drills. 4. 0 they’re living above their
means they’re living more extravagantly
than they can afford m adv earlier on in a
book or higher up on a page O See the section
on computers on page 25 above. ® noun O
the above the people mentioned earlier in a
text O All the above have passed the test.
above board /o,bav 'bo:d/ adj openly
honest and legal

abrasion /o'brerz(o)n/ noun 1. the action
of rubbing off the surface of something 2. an
area of skin damaged by rubbing against
something hard O There were cuts and abra-
sions all over her legs.

abrasive /o'breisiv/ adj 1. rude and impa-
tient in dealing with people 2. which rubs
away a surface B noun a substance which
rubs away a surface O Avoid using abrasives
to clean this surface.



abreast

abreast /o'brest/ adv 1. side by side 2. O
to keep abreast of something to keep up to
date with something O She wants to keep
abreast of the latest developments in cancer
therapy.

abridge /o'brids/ verb to shorten a text
such as a book or play

abridged /o'bridzd/ adj shortened by re-
moving parts of a text

abridgement /o'bridzment/ noun a short-
ened form of a text such as a book or play

@ abroad /o'bro:d/ adv in or to another
country O They've gone abroad on holiday.
O Holidays abroad are more and more popu-
lar. Synonym overseas

abrupt /o'brapt/ adj 1. sudden 2. using few
words and not being very polite

abruptly /o'braptli/ adv 1. suddenly, with-
out giving any warning 2. briefly and
impolitely

abruptness /a'braptnas/ noun 1. the fact
of happening suddenly 2. the fact of using
few words and not being very polite
abscess /'&bses/ noun a collection of pus
in the body. Synonym boil (NOTE: The plural
is abscesses.)

abscond /ob'skond/ verb 1. to leave
somewhere suddenly and secretly (formal) 2.
to escape from prison (formal)

abseil /'&bse1l/ verb to come down a cliff
or wall using a fixed rope wound around your
body

@ absence /'«bsons/ noun 1. the fact of
being away from a place O She did not ex-
plain her absence from the meeting. O The
former president was sentenced in his ab-
sence. O in the absence of because someone
is not there O In the absence of the chairman,
his deputy took the chair. 2. because of a lack
of something O In the absence of any town
maps we had to ask our way.

® absent adj /'&bsont/ not there m verb
/&b'sent/ O to absent yourself from to stay
away from a class or meeting deliberately
(formal)

absentee /,abson'ti:/ noun a person who
is not there

absenteeism /abs(o)n'tiziz(o)m/ noun
the act or fact of deliberately staying away
from work

absentee landlord /,&bs(o)nti: 'l&endlo:d/
noun an owner of a property who lives a long
way away and uses other people to deal with
those who live in or use it

absent-minded /,&bs(o)nt 'maindid/ adj
often forgetting things. Synonym forgetful
@ absolute /'xbsoluit/ adj complete or
total

® absolutely /'zbsolu:tli/ adv 1. com-
pletely or totally O 7 am absolutely sure I left

absurdity

the keys in my coat pocket. 2. yes, of course
O Did you build it yourself? — Absolutely!
absolute majority /absoluit mo-
'd3priti/ noun a majority over all the others
counted together

absolve /ob'zplv/ verb to remove blame
for a sin from someone. Synonym pardon

® absorb verb /ab'zo:b/ 1. to take in some-
thing such as a liquid O The water should be
absorbed by the paper. O Salt absorbs mois-
ture from the air. 2. to make something part
of something larger © When we took over the
company we absorbed most of their staff. 3.
to learn or accept something new O When [
started my new job there was a lot of infor-
mation to absorb. 4. to reduce a shock O The
car’s springs are supposed to absorb any
shock from the road surface. m adj o ab-
sorbed in totally interested in O He was so
absorbed in his newspaper that he didn’t no-
tice that the toast had burnt.

absorbent /ob'zo:bant/ adj which can ab-
sorb something such as a liquid. Synonym
porous

absorbing /ob'zo:biy/ adj very interest-
ing. Synonym fascinating. Antonym
boring

absorption /ob'zo:pfon/ noun 1. the act
of absorbing something or of being absorbed
2. the fact of being very interested in
something

abstain /ob'stein/ verb 1. deliberately not
to do something (NOTE: You abstain from
doing something.) 2. not to vote on a matter
abstemious /ob'stiimios/ adj not drinking
or eating too much. Antonym self-indulgent
abstention /ob'stenfon/ noun 1. a person
who deliberately does not vote on a matter 2.
the act or fact of deliberately not voting on a
matter

abstinence /'xbstinons/ noun the act or
fact of deliberately not doing something, es-
pecially not drinking alcohol

abstract /'abstrakt/ adj 1. which exists
only in the mind rather then in the physical
world 2. (of arf) which does not copy things
exactly as they appear ® noun 1. something
which exists in the mind only O in the ab-
stract in a general way 2. an abstract paint-
ing O He started by painting abstracts and
then turned to portraits. 3. a short form of a
report or document O fo make an abstract of
a report

abstract noun /,&bstrekt 'navn/ noun a
noun that refers to an idea or quality, e.g.
‘truth’

abstruse /xb'stru:s/ adj difficult to under-
stand. Synonym obscure

absurd /ob's3:d/ adj ridiculous
absurdity /ob's3:diti/ noun the fact of be-
ing absurd



abundance

abundance /o'bandons/ noun a large
quantity. Synonym profusion. Antonym
scarcity O in abundance in large quantities
(formal) O The fridge was full, so we had
food and drink in abundance.

abundant /o'bandant/ adj existing in large
quantities. Synonym plentiful. Antonym
scarce

abundantly /o'bandont(o)li/ adv 1. to a
very large degree 2. in large or more than
large enough quantities

@ abuse /a'bju:s/; /o'bjuiz/ noun 1. a bad

use O The minister’s action is an abuse of

power. 2. rude words O The people being ar-
rested shouted abuse at the police. 3. very
bad treatment O sexual abuse of children O
She suffered physical abuse in prison. (NOTE:
[all noun senses] no plural) m verb 1. to
make the wrong use of something O He
abused his position as finance director. 0O he
abused my confidence he took advantage of
my trust in him 2. to treat someone very
badly, usually sexually O 4s a child, she was
abused by her uncle. 3. to say rude things
about someone O The crowd sang songs
abusing the president’s wife.

abusive /o'bju:siv/ adj 1. rude and insult-
ing O an abusive letter O He had too much to
drink and became abusive. 2. treating some-
one in a violent or cruel way, or referring to a
violent and cruel situation O an abusive fa-
ther O an abusive relationship

abysmal /o'bizm(a)l/ adj extremely bad.
Synonym terrible. Antonym superb
abysmally /o'bizmali/ adv extremely
badly

abyss /o'bis/ noun 1. a deep hole (NOTE:
The plural is abysses.) 2. a horrible or
frightening situation (NOTE: no plural)

AC abbr alternating current

@ academic /,&eko'demik/ adj 1. referring
to study at a university O Members of the ac-
ademic staff received a letter from the princi-
pal. 2. only in theory, not in practice O It is
only of academic interest. ® noun a univer-
sity teacher O All her friends are academics.
academically /,&ko'demikli/ adv with re-
gard to study in general, or to teaching at a
university

academic year /,ekodemik 'jio/ noun a
period which starts in September and finishes
in August

academy /o'kedomi/ noun 1. a college
where specialised subjects are taught 2. a
secondary school in Scotland that chooses its
pupils on academic ability 3. a private soci-
ety for the study of art or science
accelerate /ok'seloreit/ verb 1. to go
faster 2. to make something go faster. Ant-
onym decelerate

accessory

acceleration /ok,sela'rerf(o)n/ noun 1.
the ability to go at a faster speed 2. the action
of going at a faster speed

® accelerator /ok'selorerto/ noun a pedal
which makes a car go faster

accent /'zksont/ noun 1. a particular way
of pronouncing O He speaks with an Ameri-
can accent. 2. stress in speaking O In the
word ‘haberdashery’ the accent is on the first
syllable. 3. a mark over a letter indicating a
particular way of pronouncing it O ‘Résumé’
has two accents. 4. emphasis O The accent is
on youth unemployment.

accentuate /zk'sentfuert/ verb to put
emphasis  on  something. Synonym
emphasise. Antonym play down

® accept /ok'sept/ verb 1. to take and keep
apresent O We hope you will accept this little
gifi. 2.to say ‘yes’ or to agree to something O
She accepted the offer of a job in Australia. O
1 invited her to come with us and she ac-
cepted. 3. to agree to handle something O
‘All major credit cards accepted.” O Do you
accept traveller’s cheques? (NOTE: Do not
confuse with except.)

® acceptable /ok'septob(e)l/ adj easily
accepted O A4 small gift of flowers would be
very acceptable. O The offer is not accept-
able to the vendor.

® acceptance /ok'septons/ noun 1. the
act of taking something which is offered 2.
the act or fact of agreeing to do something

® accepted /ok'septid/ adj which is taken
as correct by most people. Synonym con-
ventional. Antonym unconventional

® access /'zkses/ noun 1. a way of getting
to a place O The concert hall has access for
wheelchairs. O At present there is no access
to the site. 2. O to have (easy) access to to be
able to get to a place or obtain something O
The company has access to substantial funds.
B verb to get information from a computer O
She tried to access the address list. Synonym
get into

access course /'zkses kois/ noun a
course of study designed to qualify someone
for higher education

accessible /ok'sestb(o)l/ adj 1. easily
reached O They live on a farm which is not
accessible by car. 2. easy to read or under-
stand O Her style of writing is quite accessi-
ble. 3. suitable for disabled people O
accessible toilets O accessible holidays
accession /ok'se[(9)n/ noun o accession
to the throne the act of becoming king or
queen O On his accession to the throne, he
took the title Alexander I11.

® accessory /ok'sesari/ noun 1. a useful
piece of equipment, added to others 2. small
items of clothing 0 had a brown silk dress
with yellow accessories had a dress worn
with items such as a yellow belt, handbag,



accident

gloves, and shoes 3. a person who helps
someone commit a crime (NOTE: The plural
is accessories.)

® accident /'eksid(o)nt/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant thing which happens and causes
damage or injury O He missed his flight, be-
cause his bus had an accident. O She was in-
volved in a car accident and had to go to
hospital. 2. something that happens unex-
pectedly O by accident without being
planned or expected O He found the missing
papers by accident. Synonym accidentally
accidental /zksi'dent(o)l/ adj which
happens by chance O an accidental meeting
O accidental damage O His death was not
accidental. Synonym unintentional m noun
(in music) an additional sharp, flat or natural
accidentally /aksi'dent(d)li/ adv by
chance

acclaim /o'kleim/ noun great praise. Syn-
onym approval. Antonym disapproval m
verb to praise someone or something pub-
licly © She was acclaimed as the best novel-
ist of the decade. Antonym criticise
acclaimed /o'klermd/ adj much praised,
especially publicly

acclimatise /o'klaimotaiz/, acclimatize
verb (NOTE: The US term is acclimate.) o
to become acclimatised to to become used
to something O Gradually, the animals be-
came acclimatised to their new habitat. O
Did you ever become acclimatised to living
in Hong Kong?

accolade /'zkolerd/ noun a thing given to
someone as a sign of praise. Synonym
tribute

® accommodate /o'kpmadert/ verb to
provide someone with a place to live
accommodating /o'komadertiy/ adj tak-
ing trouble to help people. Synonym helpful.
Antonym uncooperative

® accommodation /okomo'derf(o)n/
noun 1. a place to live O All the available ac-
commodation in the town has been taken by
Journalists. O Visitors have difficulty in find-
ing hotel accommodation during the summer.
2. an agreement in which both sides change
their demands (formal) O He reached an ac-
commodation with his creditors.
accompaniment /a'kamp(a)nimant/
noun 1. a thing which accompanies some-
thing O They served cranberry sauce as an
accompaniment to the turkey. 2. music
played to accompany someone singing or
playing an instrument O a piece for violin
with piano accompaniment O to the accom-
paniment of while being accompanied by O
He sang a rude song to the accompaniment
of loud whistles from the audience.

@ accompany /a2'kamp(a)ni/ verb 1. to go
with someone or something 2. to play a musi-
cal instrument when someone else plays or

account

sings (NOTE: accompanied by someone or
something)

accomplice /o'kamplis/ noun a person
who helps another person to commit a crime
accomplish /o'kamplif/ verb to do some-
thing successfully. Synonym achieve
accomplished /o'kamplift/ adj talented
or skilled

accomplishment /o'kamplifmont/ noun
the successful finishing of something after a
lot of work

accord /o'ko:d/ noun 1. an agreement O
with one accord with the agreement of ev-
eryone 2. O of your own accord without be-
ing ordered or forced by anyone O Of his own
accord he decided to sell the business and re-
tire to a Greek island. m verb 1. to give
something to someone as an honour 2. O to
accord with to agree with (formal) O His
way of behaving does not accord with his
principles.

® accordance /o'ko:dns/ noun O in ac-
cordance with in agreement with or follow-
ing O In accordance with your instructions
we have sold the house.

accordingly /o'ko:digli/ adv as a result of
something just mentioned

® according to /o'ko:dig tui/ prep as
someone says or writes O The washing ma-
chine was installed according to the manu-
facturer’s instructions. O According to the
witness, the car was going too fast. ® adv in
relation to O The teachers have separated the
children into classes according to their ages.
accost /a'kost/ verb to approach or stop
someone in an aggressive or suggestive way
® account /o'kavnt/ noun 1. same as
bank account 2. (in a shop) an arrangement
which a customer makes with a shop to buy
goods and pay for them later O Put it on my
account or Charge it to my account. 3. 0O on
account as part of a total bill o to pay
money on account to pay partof abill 4. ol
was worried on her account I was afraid
something might happen to her O on no ac-
count not under any circumstances 5. O to
take something into account, to take ac-
count of something to consider something O
We have to take the weather into account. 6.
a story of how something happened O They
listened to his account of the journey. 0O by
all accounts as everyone says O By all ac-
counts, she is a very attractive woman. 7. 0O
the accounts of a business, a company’s
accounts detailed records of the money a
company receives and pays out O to keep the
accounts to write a record of money received
or paid out in a book for that purpose m verb
(formal) O to account for to explain some-
thing that has happened O He was asked to
account for all his expenditure.



accountability

accountability /o kaunto'biliti/ noun the
fact of being accountable for something
accountable /o'kauvntob(a)l/ adj having
to explain what you have done, especially
how you have spent or received money
(NOTE: You are accountable to someone
for something.)

accountancy /o'kauntansi/ noun the
study or the work of being an accountant
(NOTE: The US term is accounting in this
meaning.)

® accountant /o'kavntont/ noun a person
who deals with financial accounts. Synonym
bookkeeper

accounting /o'kauntiy/ noun the work of
recording money paid, received, borrowed or
owed

accredit /o'kredrt/ verb to make someone

an  official  representative. = Synonym
recognise

accredited /o'kredrtid/ adj given official
approval

accrue /o'krui/ verb to accumulate. Ant-
onym dwindle

® accumulate /s'kjuimjulert/ verb to
grow larger by addition. Synonym build up,
accrue

accumulation /5 kju:mju'lerf(o)n/ noun
1. the action of accumulating something 2. an
amount of something built up over time
accuracy /'zkjurasi/ noun the fact of be-
ing correct in every detail

@ accurate /'xkjurat/ adj correct in all de-
tails O Are the figures accurate? O We asked
them to make an accurate copy of the plan.
Synonym precise. Antonym inaccurate
accurately /'«kjoratli/ adv correctly
accusation / &kju'zeif(a)n/ noun a state-
ment that someone has done wrong. Syn-
onym allegation

accusative /o'kjuizativ/ noun the gram-
matical case which shows the object of a verb
W adj in the accusative

® accuse /a'kjuiz/ verb to say that some-
one has done something wrong O The police
accused her of stealing the money. (NOTE:
You accuse someone of a crime or of doing
something.)

accusing /o'kju:zip/ adj o in an accusing
tone as if you are accusing someone of
something

accusingly /o'kju:zigli/ adv as if you are
accusing someone of something wrong
accustom /o'kastom/ verb o to accustom
yourself to something to gradually accept
that something is normal or usual O They had
to accustom themselves to working in
Swedish.

accustomed /o'kastomd/ adj normal or
usual 0 accustomed to used to O She was ac-
customed to walking her dog in the park ev-

acoustics

ery morning. O It took him some time to be-
come accustomed to driving on the right-
hand side of the road.

ace /ers/ noun 1. a playing card with one
spot 2. someone who is excellent at doing
something 3. a service in tennis which the
opponent cannot return

® ache /eik/ noun a pain that lasts for a
while. » toothache, headache. Synonym
pain m verb 1. to hurt or feel pain that lasts
for a while (formal) 2. to feel a painful de-
sire. Synonym long

® achieve /o't [i:v/ verb to succeed in do-
ing something O What do you hope to
achieve by writing to your MP? O He
achieved all his objectives. Synonym attain
@ achievement /s'tfizvmont/ noun a
thing which has been done successfully O
Coming sixth was a great achievement, since
he had never raced before. O She is exces-
sively modest about her achievements. Syn-
onym attainment

Achilles’ heel /5 kili:z 'hi:l/ noun a weak
spot where you can be hurt

Achilles’ tendon /5 kili:z 'tendon/ noun
the tendon at the back of the ankle

@ acid /'es1d/ noun a chemical substance
containing hydrogen that forms a salt when
combined with an alkali, and turns litmus pa-
per red. Antonym alkali m adj sour O the
acid taste of lemons. Synonym acidic
acidic /o's1dik/ adj which has a sour taste.
Synonym acid

acidity /o'siditi/ noun 1. the percentage of
acid in something 2. bitter taste

acid rain /,&sid 'remn/ noun polluted rain
which kills trees

acid test /,&sid 'test/ noun a test which
will show the true value of something

® acknowledge /ok'nolid3/ verb 1. to say
that something has been received 2. to accept
that something is true. Synonym admit
acknowledgement  /ok'nplidzmont/
noun 1. a reply to say that something has
been received 2. an admission that something
is true

acme /'&kmi/ noun the highest point. Syn-
onym peak. Antonym nadir

acne /'xkni/ noun spots on the skin, usually
on the face, neck and shoulders

acolyte /'zkalart/ noun 1. a person who
helps a priest during religious ceremonies 2.
a person who supports someone else, often
without criticising their behaviour or
opinions

acorn /'etko:n/ noun the fruit of an oak tree
acoustic /o'ku:stik/ adjreferring to sound
acoustics /o'kuistiks/ plural noun the
ability to carry sound without changing its
quality O The acoustics in the concert hall
are good.



acquaint

acquaint /o'kweint/ verb 1. 0 to be ac-
quainted with someone or something have
some knowledge of someone or something
(formal) O Is he acquainted with the details
of the case? O She is acquainted with my fa-
ther. 2. to inform someone

acquaintance /o'kweintons/ noun 1.
knowledge of someone O My first acquain-
tance with him was in Hong Kong in 1997. 0
to make the acquaintance of to get to know
someone for the first time O I made her ac-
quaintance when we were at college to-
gether. 2. a person you know slightly O She
has many acquaintances in the publishing in-
dustry but no real friends.

acquiesce /zkwi'es/ verb to agree to
something without protesting about it (for-
mal). Synonym accept. Antonym resist

acquiescence /xkwi'es(o)ns/ noun
agreement  without protest. ~Synonym
acceptance

@ acquire /o'kwaro/ verb to obtain or to
get something

® acquisition /,&ekwi'zif(a)n/ noun 1. the
act of acquiring something 2. a thing which
has been acquired

acquisitive /o'kwizitiv/ adj always want-
ing to acquire new things. Synonym greedy
acquit /o'kwit/ verb 1. to state formally
that someone is not guilty 2. O to acquit
yourself well to do well when trying some-
thing difficult or for the first time O She said
she had never played tennis before, but in the
event she acquitted herself very well.
acquittal /o'kwit(a)l/ noun a decision by a
court that someone is not guilty

acre /'eika/ noun a measure of land, 4840
square yards or 0.4047 hectares (NOTE: The
plural is used with figures, except before a
noun: a farm of 250 acres or a 250-acre
farm)

acrid /'akrid/ adj with a bitter smell
acrimonious /,&kri'mounios/ adj angry
and bitter. Synonym hostile. Antonym
amicable

acrobat /'@krobat/ noun a person who
performs difficult and exciting physical
movements for the public

acrobatic /,xekro'betik/ adj 1. moving in
a difficult and exciting way, like an acrobat.
Synonym gymnastic 2. lively and energetic.
Synonym agile

acrobatics /,&kro'beetiks/ plural noun 1.
acrobatic movements 2. skills used in doing
something difficult © We enjoyed the verbal
acrobatics as they tried to explain their
actions.

acronym /'zkronim/ noun a word made
from the first letters of the name of some-
thing O NATO and AIDS are both acronyms.
Compare abbreviation

action

® across /o'kros/ prep 1. from one side to
the other © Don’t run across the road with-
out looking to see if there is any traffic com-
ing. 2. on the other side of O He called to her
from across the street. O their house is
across the street from ours it is opposite our
house m adv from one side to the other O The
river is only twenty feet across. O The stream
is very narrow — you can easily jump across.

across-the-board /5 kros 0o 'bo:d/ adj,
adv having the same effect on everyone or
everything

acrylic /o'krilik/ noun a synthetic sub-
stance used to make many products, includ-
ing fibres W adj made from acrylic

acrylic paint /o'krilik pent/ noun a paint
used by artists, made from acrylic

® act /xzkt/ noun 1. a thing which is done O
the many acts of kindness she had shown him
over the years 0 we caught him or her in
the act we caught him or her as he or she was
doing it 2. a distinct part of a play or show O
Act II of the play takes place in the garden. O
The circus has acts by clowns and wild ani-
mals. O to get your act together to organise
yourself properly (informal) O If they don’t
get their act together, they'll miss their train.
3. a law passed by Parliament O an act to ban
the sale of weapons m verb 1. to take part in a
performance such as a film or play O She’s
acted on TV many times. O He acted the part
of Hamlet in the film. 2. to do something O
You will have to act quickly if you want to
stop the fire. O She acted in a very responsi-
ble way. O to act on behalf of to do some-
thing official for someone or represent
someone O The lawyer is acting on behalf of
the old lady’s family. O to act as to do the
work of O The thick curtain acts as a screen
to cut out noise from the street. 3. to behave
O acting very strangely 4. to take effect O
How long will the drug take to act?

acting /'ektip/ adj taking the place of
someone who is absent. Synonym tempo-
rary. Antonym permanent B noun the pro-
fession of an actor

@ action /'zk[on/ noun 1. something done,
or the doing of something O What action are
you going to take to prevent accidents? 0 out
of action not working O The car has been out
of action for a week. O The goalkeeper broke
his leg and will be out of action for some
time. 2. what happens in a performance such
as a play or film O The action of the play
takes place in a flat in London. 3. an instruc-
tion to start recording a film O Camera,
lights, action! 4. a case in a law court where
someone tries to get money from someone
else O to bring an action for damages against
someone O an action for libel or a libel ac-
tion O to take legal action against someone



action-packed

to take someone to court to try to get money
from him or her

action-packed /'zkfon pekt/ adj with a
large number of exciting events
action replay /,@kfon 'riipler/ noun a
section of a sporting event which is shown
again on TV at a slower speed, so that the ac-
tion can be examined carefully

® activate /'zktivert/ verb 1. to make
something start to work 2. to start a chemical
reaction

@ active /'zktiv/ adj 1. energetic or posi-
tive O He didn’t play an active part in the at-
tack on the police station. O My grandmother
is still very active at the age of 88. 2. (of a
volcano) which is erupting or liable to erupt
O Scientists think the volcano is no longer
active. 3. O on active service, on active duty
US serving in the armed services in time of
war O He was killed on active service. 4. the
form of a verb which shows that the subject
is doing something (NOTE: If you say ‘the car
hit him’ the verb is active, but in ‘he was hit
by the car’ it is passive.)

@ actively /'ektivli/ adv in an active way.
Synonym vigorously

® activist /'2ktivist/ noun a person who
vigorously supports a political party. Syn-
onym campaigner

@ activity /zk'tiviti/ noun 1. the act or fact
of being active O There is a possibility of vol-
canic activity. 2. something that someone
does to occupy or pass time pleasantly O
Children are offered various holiday activi-
ties — sailing, windsurfing and water-skiing.
(NOTE: The plural in this meaning is activi-
ties.)

activity holiday /ek'tiviti  holider/
noun a holiday taken to do a leisure activity
such as painting or rock-climbing

Act of Parliament / &kt ov 'pa:lomont/
noun a law which has been passed by
parliament

actor /'zkto/, actress /'&ktras/ noun a
person who acts in the theatre, in films, on
TV (NOTE: The plural of actress is ac-
tresses.)

@ actual /'&kt fudl/ adjreal O It looks quite
small but the actual height is 5 metres. O Her
actual words were much stronger. Antonym
imaginary o in actual fact really O In spite
of what the newspapers said, in actual fact he
did win first prize.

@ actually /'zkt [usli/ advreally O It looks
quite small, but actually it is over 5 metres
high. O He said he was ill, but actually he
wanted to go to the football match.

actuary /'zktfuori/ noun a person who
calculates insurance rates

adaptation

acumen /'zkjuman/ noun the ability to
make clever and successful decisions. Syn-
onym insight

acupuncture /'zkjupapkt[o/ noun a
medical treatment that comes from China, in
which needles are stuck through the skin into
nerve centres in order to reduce or remove
pain or to treat an illness, etc.
acupuncturist /'ekju,pankt forist/ noun
a person who practises acupuncture

acute /o'kju:t/ adj 1. (of serious illness or
pain) which starts suddenly and lasts for a
short time O a child with acute bronchitis O
The pain was very acute. Compare chronic
2. able to notice something easily O Dogs
have an acute sense of smell.

acute accent /o kju:t 'eksont/ noun a
mark sloping forwards over a vowel, indicat-
ing a change of sound

acute angle /5 kju:t 'engal/ noun an an-
gle which is less than 90°

acutely /o'kju:tli/ adv to a high degree.
Synonym very. Antonym slightly

® ad /eed/ noun an advertisement (informal)
O If you want to sell your car quickly, put an
ad in the paper.

AD abbr Anno Domini (used in dates) O
Claudius invaded Britain in 43 AD. (NOTE:
Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’. For dates
before the birth of Christ, use BC.)

adage /'zdid3z/ noun a traditional statement
about an aspect of everyday life O According
to the old adage, ’time is a great healer’.
Synonym saying

adagio /o'da:d3ou/ noun a slow piece of
music (NOTE: The plural is adagios.)
Adam /'zdom/ noun o I don’t know him
or her from Adam I have no idea who he or
she is (informal)

adamant /'eedomont/ adj with firm opin-
ions. Synonym obstinate. Antonym
amenable

Adam’s apple /,&domz '&p(a)l/ noun a
piece of cartilage that makes a lump in the
front of the throat, which can sometimes be
seen in men

® adapt /o'daept/ verb 1. to change some-
thing to be suitable for a new situation O She
adapted the story for TV. O The car has been
adapted for disabled drivers. 2. to change
your behaviour to fit into a new situation O
We’ll all have to learn to adapt to the new
system.

adaptability /o ,depto'biliti/ noun being
able to change or be changed easily to new
situations or uses. Synonym flexibility
adaptable /o'deptob(e)l/ adj able to
change or be changed easily to deal with new
situations or uses. Synonym flexible

® adaptation /adaep'terf(o)n/ noun 1. a
change which fits new situations or uses 2.



add

something such as a film or play which has
been developed from another

@ add /ed/ verb 1. to make a total of num-
bers O If you add all these numbers together
it should make fifty. (NOTE: Adding is usu-
ally shown by the sign +: 10 + 4 =14.) 2. to
join to something else O Interest is added to

the account monthly. O Add two cupfuls of

sugar. O Put a teabag into the pot and add
boiling water. O By building the annexe, they
have added thirty rooms to the hotel. 3. to
say or to write something more O [ have
nothing to add to what I put in my letter. O
She added that we still owed her some money
for work she did last month.

added /'&did/ adj included as well as what
there is already. Synonym extra

adder /'ado/ noun a type of poisonous Eu-
ropean snake. Also called viper

addict /'2dikt/ noun a person who cannot
stop doing something

addicted /o'diktid/ adj unable to stop do-
ing something

addiction /o'dik [an/ noun the fact or state
of being unable to stop doing something.
Synonym habit

addictive /o'diktiv/ adj 1. which people
can become addicted to 2. which you can get
used to doing

® addition /o'dif(a)n/ noun 1. the action
of adding figures to make a total O You don’t
need a calculator to do a simple addition. 2.
a thing or person added O the latest addition
to the family O He showed us the additions to
his collection of paintings. 3. O in addition
as well O in addition to as well as O There
are twelve registered letters to be sent in ad-
dition to this parcel.

@ additional /o'dif(a)nal/ adj included as
well as what there is already. Synonym extra
@ additionally /o'dif(a)nali/ adv as well
as what there is already

additive /'aditrv/ noun a substance which
is added to something, especially to food to
preserve it or alter the taste or colour

® address /o'dres/ noun 1. a set of details
of the number of a house, the name of a street
and the town where someone lives or works
O What is the doctor’s address? O Our ad-
dress is: 1 Cambridge Road, Teddington,
Middlesex. 2. a formal speech O He made an
address to the Parliament. (NOTE: The plural
is addresses.) m verb 1. to write details
such as someone’s name, street and town on
a letter or parcel O That letter is addressed to
me — don’t open it! 2. to speak or write to
someone O Please address your inquiries to
the information office. O Teachers are not
normally addressed as “Sir’ in the USA. 3. to
make a formal speech to a group O The
chairman addressed the meeting. 4. to exam-
ine a problem O This is an important issue

adjoin
which must be addressed at the next meeting.
O The committee failed to address the ques-
tion of sexual harassment.
address book /o'dres buk/ noun a spe-
cial book with columns printed in such a way
that names, addresses and phone numbers
can be entered
address list /o'dres list/ noun a list of
names and addresses of people and
companies
add up /,&d 'ap/ verb 1. to put several fig-
ures together to make a total o the figures do
not add up the total given is not correct 2. O
it doesn’t add up it doesn’t make sense, it is
confusing O The story she told the police
simply did not add up.
add up to /,&d 'ap tu/ verb to make a total
of something. Synonym come to
adenoids /'zdmoidz/ plural noun small
masses of tissue in the back of the throat
adept /o'dept/ adj skilful at doing some-
thing O She’s adept at avoiding paying her
bills. Antonym inept B noun a person who is
skilful at doing something (formal)
® adequate /'zdikwoat/ adj enough to ful-
fil a purpose O We don’t have adequate sup-
plies for the whole journey. O His salary is
barely adequate to support his family.
adhere /od'hio tui/ verb to attach physi-
cally to something. Synonym stick o to ad-
here to something to keep to a rule,
agreement or promise
adherent /od'hiorant/ noun a person who
supports a policy or a religion. Synonym
supporter
adhesion /od'hi:3(o)n/ noun the ability of
something to stick to something else
adhesive /od'hiisiv/ adj which sticks m
noun a substance which sticks things to-
gether. Synonym glue
ad hoc adj /&d 'hok/ arranged for a spe-
cific case O an ad hoc decision O We order
the books on an ad hoc basis. ® adv as neces-
sary, without planning in advance O [ did it
ad hoc.
ad infinitum /=d mfr'nartom/ adv for
ever. Synonym endlessly
adj, adj. abbr 1. adjective 2. adjunct
adjacent /o'dzers(o)nt/ adj very close to or
almost touching something 0 adjacent to
very near to O The house is adjacent to the
garden centre.
adjectival / adzik'tarv(o)l/ adj used like
an adjective
@ adjective /'edziktiv/ noun a word
which describes a noun O In the phrase ‘a
big black cloud’, ‘big’ and ‘black’ are both
adjectives.
adjoin /o'dzom/ verb to be close to or
touching something 0O adjoining rooms



adjourn

rooms which are next to each other O They
asked to be put in adjoining rooms.

adjourn /o'dz3:n/ verb to stop something
such as a meeting or court proceedings in or-
der to continue at a later time or date O let’s
adjourn to the bar let’s go on talking over a
drink in the bar

adjournment /o'd33:nmont/ noun the act
of stopping a meeting or court proceeedings
in order to continue at a later time or date
adjudicate /o'dzu:dikert/ verb 1. to give
an official decision in a legal matter or a dis-
agreement 2. to act as a judge in a
competition

adjudication /5,dzu:dr'kerf(a)n/ noun 1.
an official decision in a legal matter or a dis-
agreement 2. the judging of a competition
adjudicator /o'dzu:dikerto/ noun 1. a
person who gives an official decision in a le-
gal matter or a disagreement 2. a person who
judges a competition

adjunct /'ad3apkt/ noun something which
is joined to something else

® adjust /o'dzast/ verb 1. to make a slight
change to something 2. 0 to adjust to to
change and adapt to something O How are
you adjusting to living in a tropical climate?
adjustable /o'dzastob(eo)l/ adj which can
be adjusted. Synonym adaptable

® adjustment /o'dzastmont/ noun a
slight change to make something work well.
Synonym modification

ad-lib /,&d 'lib/ adj, adv spoken without us-
ing a prepared set of words O a few ad-lib re-
marks ® verb to speak without a prepared set
of words. Synonym improvise (NOTE:
ad-libbing — ad-libs — ad-libbed)

admin /'eedmimn/ noun 1. the work of ad-
ministration 2. staff dealing with administra-
tion (NOTE: singular or plural verb)
administer /od'ministo/ verb 1. to man-
age or organise something 2. to give some-
one a drug or treatment 3. 0O to administer
an oath to someone to make someone swear
an oath (formal)

@ administration /od,mini'strerf(o)n/
noun 1. the act of organising something such
as a company or office O Hospital adminis-
tration must be improved. O Who's in charge
of administration here? 2. a particular gov-
ernment O the Bush Administration 3. O the
administration of justice providing justice
® administrative /od'ministrotiv/ adjre-
ferring to administration

® administrator /od'ministrerta/ noun 1.
a ruler or governor 2. a person who runs an
organisation

admirable /'edm(o)rob(a)l/ adj which
must be approved of and praised. Synonym
praiseworthy
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adolescent

admirably /'a2dm(s)rabli/ adv to a remark-
able or excellent degree

admiral /'2dm(o)ral/ noun a high ranking
officer in a country’s navy

admiration / &dmoa'rerf(a)n/ noun respect
for someone or something. Synonym regard.
Antonym disapproval

® admire /od'maro/ verb 1. to consider
someone or something with approval O a
much-admired chief minister O He was ad-
mired for his skill as a violinist. Synonym re-
spect 2. to look at someone or something
you find attractive O We admired their gar-
den. O She admired and envied their slim
figures.

admirer /od'marors/ noun a person who
loves someone or is attracted by someone.
Synonym fan

admiring /od'maroriy/ adj showing that
you admire someone or something. Synonym
appreciative

admiringly /od'marorigli/ adv in an ad-
miring way

® admission /od'mif(o)n/ noun 1. the act
or fact of being allowed to go in O no admis-
sion no one can enter 2. a statement saying
that something is true

admission fee /od'mif(o)n fii/ noun a fee
paid to go into a place such as a museum or a
sports stadium

@ admit /od'mit/ verb 1. to allow someone
to go in O Children are admitted free, but
adults have to pay. O This ticket admits three
persons. 2. to say that something is true O
They admitted stealing the car. O She admit-
ted she had taken the wrong road. 3. to ac-
cept evidence in court (NOTE: admitting —
admits — admitted)

admittance /od'mitns/ noun the allowing
of someone to go into a place. Synonym
admission

admittedly /od'mitidli/ adv admitting that
this is true

admonish /od'monif/ verb to criticise or
warn someone. Synonym reprove. Antonym
praise

admonishment /od'mpnifmont/ noun a
warning given to someone (formal). Syn-
onym reprimand. Antonym approval

ad nauseam /=d 'noiziem/ adv until ev-
eryone is sick of it

ado /o'du:/ noun o without any more ado
without any more delay

adolescence /,&da'les(o)ns/ noun a pe-
riod between childhood and adulthood, be-
tween the ages of 12 and 18. Synonym teens
adolescent /axds'les(o)nt/ adj referring
to the period between childhood and adult-
hood O She teaches a class of adolescent
boys. ®m noun a young person between 12 and
18. Synonym teenager



adopt

@ adopt /o'dopt/ verb 1. to take someone
legally as a son or daughter O They have
adopted a little boy. 2. to take and use some-
thing O adopted an air of superiority O The
opposition parties have adopted a different
line of argument. 3. to tell all students to use
something O The book has been adopted for
use in all English classes. 4. (of a political
party) to choose a candidate O James Black
was adopted as the candidate for our
constituency.

adopted /o'doptid/ adj taken legally as
someone’s son or daughter

® adoption /o'dopfon/ noun 1. the legal
taking of someone as a son or daughter O to
put someone up for adoption to offer a
child to be adopted 2. the act of choosing an
official candidate

adoptive /o'doptiv/ adj who has or have
adopted a child as a son or daughter o adop-
tive parents or mother or father Synonym
legal. Antonym natural

adorable /o'doirab(a)l/ adj attractive and
appealing. Synonym lovable

adoration /&do're1f(o)n/ noun admira-
tion or love

adore /2'do:/ verb to like someone or some-
thing very much. Synonym love. Antonym
hate

adoring /o'doiry/ adj who or which
adores. Synonym affectionate

adorn /a'domn/ verb to decorate something
with ornaments (formal)

adrenalin /o'drenalin/ noun a hormone
produced by glands in the body when a per-
son or animal is experiencing surprise, shock,
fear or excitement. It speeds up the heartbeat
and raises the blood pressure. O to get the
adrenalin going, flowing to make someone
excited and energetic O The preparation for
the great race got the adrenalin going.
adrift /o'drift/ adv 1. floating on the water
but not being guided by anyone O to cast a
boat adrift to let a boat float without control
2. not connected O It won 't work because the
wire has come adrift from the plug. 3. away
from the correct figure O I think we are about
£250 adrift in our calculations.

adroit /o'droit/ adj clever, especially in ne-
gotiating. Synonym  skilful. Antonym
clumsy

adroitly /o'drortli/ adv skilfully

ADSL abbr asymmetrical digital subscriber
line

adulation /,zdju'lerf(a)n/ noun excessive
praise. Synonym adoration. Antonym dis-
paragement

@ adult /'2dalt/ adj 1. fully grown O an
adult tiger 2. referring to mature people O
adult fiction ® noun a mature person, or a
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advantage

mature animal or plant. Synonym grown-up.
Antonym child

adult education /,&dalt edju'kerf(o)n/
noun the teaching of people over the age of
20

adulterate /o'daltorert/ verb 1. to add wa-
ter to milk or wine 2. to make something less
pure by adding an inferior substance to it
adulteration /o,dalto'rerf(o)n/ noun the
act of making something less pure. Synonym
contamination. Antonym purification
adulterer /o'daltors/, adulteress /o-
'dalt(o)ras/ noun a person who commits
adultery

adultery /o'dalt(o)ri/ noun sexual inter-
course with someone who is not your hus-
band or wife

adulthood /'zdalthud/ noun the period
when someone is adult. Synonym maturity.
Antonym childhood

adv, adv. abbr 1. adverb 2. adverbial

@ advance /ad'vains/ noun 1. a move-
ment forwards 2. O in advance earlier than
something happens O If you want to get good
seats for the play, you need to book three
weeks in advance. O You must phone well in
advance to make an appointment. 3. money
paid as a loan or as a part of a payment to be
made later ® verb 1. to go forward 2. to pay
money as a loan or as part of a later payment
3. to change a date or time for something to
an earlier one 4. to move a clock to a later
time. Synonym put forward m adj done be-
fore something happens

® advanced /ad'vainst/ adj 1. which is
studied after studying for several years O fak-
ing advanced mathematics O studying for an
advanced degree 2. which has moved for-
ward O in an advanced state of decay O the
season is well advanced the season is com-
ing to an end

advancement /od'varnsmont/ noun 1.
the act of moving something forwards 2. a
promotion in a job or organisation
advances /od'va:nsiz/ plural noun at-
tempts to be friendly with someone

® advantage /od'va:ntidz/ noun some-
thing which will help you to be successful O
Being able to drive a car is an advantage. O
Knowledge of two foreign languages is an
advantage in this job. O She has several ad-
vantages over the other candidates for the
Jjob. Synonym benefit. Antonym disadvan-
tage O to take advantage of to profit from
something O They took advantage of the
cheap fares on offer. O to take advantage of
someone to cheat someone O He took advan-
tage of the old lady. O to advantage in a way
that makes someone look perfect © Her dress
shows off her figure to advantage. O to use
something to great advantage to use some-
thing in a way which helps you win



advantageous

advantageous /advon'terdzos/ adj
likely to help or make something successful.
Synonym beneficial. Antonym disadvan-
tageous

advent /'edvent/ noun the introduction or
appearance of something new

Advent /'zdvent/ noun the period just be-
fore Christmas

adventure /od'vent o/ noun a new, excit-
ing and dangerous experience O [ must tell
you about our adventures in the Gobi desert.
Synonym escapade

adventure playground /od,ventfo
'pleigravnd/ noun a children’s playground
with objects such as climbing frames, slides
and wooden houses

adventurous /od'vent[(o)ras/ adj 1.
happy to do something risky 2. exciting and
full of adventure

@ adverb /'azdv3a:b/ noun a word which ap-
plies to a verb, an adjective, another adverb
or a whole sentence O In the phrase ‘He
walked slowly, because the snow was very
thick.’ ‘slowly’ and ‘very’ are both adverbs.
adverbial /xzd'va:biol/ adj used as an
adverb

adversary /'‘zdvos(o)ri/ noun the person
you are fighting or opposed to. Synonym
opponent. Antonym supporter (NOTE: The
plural is adversaries.)

adverse /'&dvs:s/ adj 1. (of a wind) which
blows against you 2. (conditions) which do
not help or which go against you o adverse
balance of trade a situation where a country
imports more than it exports

adversely /'zdva:sli/ advin a bad or dam-
aging way

adversity /od'va:siti/ noun difficult times,
when you have to face all sorts of problems.
Synonym hardship. Antonym privilege

® advert /'adva:t/ noun GB same as ad-
vertisement (informal)

advertise /'xzdvatarz/ verb to make sure
that people know that something is for sale,
that something is going to happen or that a
show is on O [ sent away for a watch which 1
saw advertised in the paper. O The company
is advertising for secretaries. O Did you see
that the restaurant is advertising cheap
meals on Sundays? O there’s no need to ad-
vertise the fact there’s no need to tell every-
one something which would be better kept
secret

® advertisement /od'vs:itismont/ noun
an announcement which tries to make sure
that people know that something is for sale,
that something is going to happen or that a
show is on

advertiser /'zdvotaizo/ noun a person
who advertises something
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@ advertising /'zdvataizig/ noun the ac-
tion of making sure that people know that
something is for sale, that something is going
to happen or that a show is on O They spent
millions on the advertising campaign. O The
company has increased the amount of money
it spends on advertising. Synonym publicity
advertising agency /'xdvataizip
.erdzonsi/ noun an agency which organises
advertisements for other companies

@ advice /od'vars/ noun the saying of what
should be done O She took or followed the
doctor’s advice. O He went to the bank man-
ager for advice on how to pay his debts. O
They would not listen to the doctor’s advice.
O My grandfather gave me a very useful
piece of advice. O His mother’s advice was to
stay in bed. (NOTE: no plural: some advice;
for one item say a piece of advice)
advisable /od'vaizob(a)l/ adj which is rec-
ommended. Synonym sensible. Antonym
unwise

@ advise /od'vaiz/ verb 1. to suggest to
someone what should be done O He advised
her to put all her money into a deposit ac-
count. 2. to tell someone officially that some-
thing has happened (formal) O They advised
us that the sale of the house had been
completed.

® adviser /od'vaiza/, advisor noun 1. a
person who gives advice 2. a person who ad-
vises students on their courses and other aca-
demic matters 3. a teacher who advises
school heads and teachers on the teaching of
a specialist subject

advisory /od'vaiz(o)ri/ adj giving advice
advocacy /‘advokasi/ noun strong sup-
port for a cause or policy

advocate noun /'zdvokat/ 1. a lawyer in a
Scottish court 2. a person who strongly
supports a cause 3. a person who says that
something is a good thing ®m verb
/'@dvokert/ to say that something is a good
thing. Synonym support. Antonym oppose
aerial /'eoriol/ adj referring to the air m
noun a device for receiving radio or TV sig-
nals (NOTE: The US term is antenna.)
aerobic /ea'roubik/ adj using or needing
oxygen. Antonym anaerobic

aerobics /ea'roubiks/ noun active exer-
cises which aim to increase the amount of
oxygen taken into the body (NOTE: takes a
singular verb)

aerodrome /'‘earadroum/ noun a small
airport. Synonym airfield

aerodynamic /,eorouvdar'nemik/ adj re-
ferring to the movement of objects through
the air

aerodynamics /,earouvdar'nemiks/ noun
1. the science of the movement of objects
through the air (NOTE: takes a singular verb)



aeronautical

2. the way in which a machine moves
through the air (NOTE: takes a plural verb)
aeronautical /eora'noitik(a)l/ adj refer-
ring to the flying of aircraft

® aeroplane /'earoplein/ noun a machine
which flies in the air, carrying passengers or
cargo. Synonym aircraft, plane (NOTE: The
US term is airplane.)

aerosol /'esrasol/ noun 1. a can which
sprays a liquid such as an insecticide or med-
icine in the form of tiny drops 2. tiny parti-
cles of a chemical in the air

aerospace /'earouspels/ noun Earth’s at-
mosphere and space beyond it

aerospace industry /'eorouspers
Jndastri/ noun the industry involved in
making and flying aeroplanes

aesthetic /i:s'Oetik/ adj pleasant, from an
artistic point of view (NOTE: The usual US
spelling is esthetic.)

aesthetically /i:s'Oetikli/ adv from an ar-
tistic point of view (NOTE: The usual US
spelling is esthetically.)

aesthetics /i:'sbetiks/ noun the science of
and study of beauty, especially in art (NOTE:
takes a singular verb. The usual US spelling
is esthetics.)

afar /o'fa:/ adv o from afar from a long
way away (formal) O Travellers came from
afar to the great market at Samarkand.
affability /,efo'biliti/ noun the state of be-
ing pleasant and easy to talk to

affable /'afob(o)l/ adj pleasant and easy to
talk to. Synonym genial. Antonym
unfriendly

affably /'«fobli/ adv in a pleasant or
friendly way

@ affair /o'fes/ noun 1. something which is
relevant to one person or a group of people
only O That’s his affair — it’s nothing to do
with me. O It’s an affair for the police. O
She’s always sticking her nose into other
people’s affairs. O His business affairs were
very complicated. 2. a sexual relationship
with someone who is not the person’s hus-
band or wife O He’s having an affair with his
boss’s wife. 3. O state of affairs general situ-
ation O the present state of affairs

@ affect /o'fekt/ verb 1. to have an influ-
ence on or change someone or something O
The new regulations have affected our busi-
ness. O Train services have been seriously af-
fected by the strike. 2. to pretend O He
affected not to notice.

affectation /&fek'terf(e)n/ noun some-
thing which someone pretends but which is
not sincere

affected /o'fektid/ adj pretended and not
sincere. Synonym pretentious

affection /o'fek[on/ noun a feeling of lik-
ing or love
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affectionate /o'fekfonot/ adj showing
love. Synonym loving

affectionately /o'fek fonotli/ advin a lov-
ing way

affidavit /,a&fi'dervit/ noun a written state-
ment which is signed and sworn before a so-
licitor and which can then be used as
evidence in court

affiliatenoun /o'f1liot/ a company formally
associated with another one O We have affili-
ates in several European countries. Synonym
associate m verb /o'filiert/ to connect
something or someone to a larger group.
Synonym link

affiliated /o'filiertid/ adj connected to or
with another as an affiliate

affiliation /5 fili'erf(o)n/ noun the act or
fact of Dbeing affiliated. = Synonym
association

affinity /o'finiti/ noun the fact of being
similar in character O to feel an affinity for
to feel a special link with someone or some-
thing O She feels an affinity for homeless
people.

affirm /o'f3:m/ verb 1. to state publicly that
something is true 2. to make a statement in
court that you will tell the truth, though this
is not sworn on oath

affirmation /afa'meirf(o)n/ noun 1. a
statement that something is true 2. a state-
ment in court that you will tell the truth,
though this is not sworn on oath
affirmative /o'faimotiv/ adj meaning
‘yes’. Antonym negative ® noun a word or
statement meaning ‘yes’ O the answer is in
the affirmative the answer is ‘yes’

affix verb /5'fiks/ to fix something in place
(formal) O He affixed the seal to the contract.
O There is no need to affix a stamp on a pre-
paid envelope. Synonym attach. Antonym
remove B noun /'efiks/ a group of letters
added to the beginning or end of a word to
make a new word

afflict /o'flikt/ verb (of a serious problem
or illness) to make someone suffer (formal)
affliction /o'flikfon/ noun (formal) 1. an
illness affecting someone physically or men-
tally 2. something that causes distress
affluence /‘afluons/ noun wealth. Syn-
onym prosperity. Antonym poverty
affluent /'2fluont/ adj very rich. Synonym
wealthy

@ afford /o'fo:d/ verb to have enough
money, time or other resources to do some-
thing O We can’t afford to run a large car
these days. O He couldn’t afford the time to
take a holiday. (NOTE: only used after can,
cannot, could, could not, able to, unable
to)



affordable

affordable /5'fo:dob(a)l/ adj which can be
afforded. Synonym reasonable. Antonym
expensive

affront /o'frant/ noun an action which in-
sults someone M verb to insult someone »
Synonym (all senses) insult. Antonym
compliment

afield /o'fi:ld/ adv o far afield a long way
away O People come from far afield to visit
the grave.

afloat /o'flout/ adv 1. floating, not sinking

O She kept afloat by holding on to a piece of

wood. O Our boat was driven onto the beach
by the storm, but we managed to get it afloat
again. 2. (of a company) not in financial dif-
ficulties © I/ wonder how they manage to stay
afloat when the market is so difficult.

afoot /o'fut/ adv in the process of being
planned

aforementioned /o'fo:menfond/ (for-
mal) adj mentioned earlier m noun someone
or something mentioned earlier

@ afraid /o'freid/ adj 1. frightened of some-
thing O I am afraid of snakes. O He is too
afraid to climb the ladder. 2. O to be afraid
(that) to be sorry to say O I'm afraid that all
the cakes have been sold. O You can’t see the
boss — I'm afraid he’s ill. O Have you got a
pocket calculator? — No, I'm afiraid not.
afresh /o'fre[/ adv again. Synonym anew
@ African /'zfrikon/ adj referring to Africa
m noun a person from Africa

African American /,zfrikon o'mertkon/
noun an American whose ancestors came
from Africa

African Caribbean /efrikon keeri-
'bizan/ noun someone from the Caribbean
whose ancestors came from Africa

Afro- /zfrou/ prefix African, or between Af-
rica and another country

Afro-Caribbean /@frov keri'biron/
noun same as African Caribbean

aft /a:ft/ adv in the back of a ship or plane.
Antonym forward

@ after /'a:fto/ prep 1. following or next in
order to O If today is Tuesday, the day after
tomorrow is Thursday. O They spoke one af-
ter the other. O What’s the letter after Q in
the alphabet? O after you you go first O af-
ter you with the milk pass me the milk when
you have finished with it (informal) 2. later
than O We arrived after six o’clock. O We
don’t let the children go out alone after dark.
3. 0 what’s she after? what does she want?
(informal) m conj later than a time O After the
snow fell, the motorways were blocked. O
Phone me after you get home. (NOTE: after is
used with many verbs: to look after, to
take after, etc.) © after all 1. in spite of ev-
erything 2. the fact is < to be after some-
one (informal) 1. to be looking for someone
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O The police are after him. 2. to be angry
with someone O If you leave mud all over the
kitchen floor, your mother will be after you.
aftercare /'a:ftokea/ noun the care of a pa-
tient after an operation

after-effects /a:fto r'fekts/ plural noun
effects which follow after something O The
after-effects of the bomb lasted for years. O
The operation can have some unpleasant
after-effects.

afterlife /'a:ftolaif/ noun 1. life believed to
go on after death 2. a stage of life that fol-
lows a period or event

aftermath /'a:ftoma:0/ noun the period
immediately after a bad event when its ef-
fects are seen. Synonym consequence

@ afternoon /,a:fta'nuin/ noun the time
between lunchtime and the evening O He al-
ways has a little sleep in the afternoon. O
There is an afternoon flight to Paris. O I'm
playing tennis tomorrow afternoon. O Can
we meet tomorrow afternoon?

afternoon tea /a:ftonuin 'tiz/ noun a
meal eaten in the afternoon, usually with
small sandwiches, cakes and tea

afters /'a:ftoz/ noun GB a sweet course of
a meal (informal). Synonym dessert
after-sales service /,a:fto seilz 's3:vis/
noun the maintaining of a machine by the
seller for the buyer

aftershave /'a:ftoferv/, aftershave lo-
tion /‘a:ftoferv louf(e)n/ noun a lotion for
soothing a man’s face after he has shaved
aftershock /'a:ftofok/ noun a light earth
tremor felt after a major earthquake
aftertaste /'a:ftoteist/ noun 1. a taste that
continues after something has been eaten or
drunk 2. an unpleasant feeling after some-
thing has happened

afterthought /'a:ftofo:t/ noun a thing
which you only think of or do later 0 as an
afterthought showing that you have just
thought of something new O He signed the
letter and as an afterthought added a row of
kisses.

@ afterwards /'a:ftowadz/ adv later O
We’ll have lunch first and go shopping after-
wards. (NOTE: The US term is afterward.)
@ again /a'gen/ adv 1. another time or once
more O We'd love to come to see you again.
O He had to take his driving test again. O
again and again several times O The police
officer asked the same question again and
again. 0 now and again sometimes O Now
and again I get a pain in my right elbow. 2.
back as you were before O Although I like
going on holiday, I'm always glad to be
home again.

@ against /o'genst/ prep 1. so as to touch
O He was leaning against the wall. O She hit
her head against the low doorway. 2. not as



age

someone proposes O it’s against the rules,
against the law it’s not as the rules say or the
law says O It’s against the law to drive in the
dark without lights. O You mustn’t hold the
football in your hands — it’s against the rules.
o what do you have against the plan? why
don’t you agree with the plan? O She was
against the idea of going to the cinema. 3. in
opposition to O England is playing against
South Africa tomorrow. O It’s hard cycling
uphill against the wind. 4. as part of O Can I
have an advance against next month’s
salary?

® age /e1rdz/ noun 1. the number of years
which you have lived O She is thirty years of
age. O He looks younger than his age. 0 un-
der age younger than the legal age to do
something O under-age drinkers 2. O ages a
very long time O [’ve been waiting here for
ages. O It took us ages to get served. 3. a pe-
riod in history O They found remains dating
back to the Stone Age. O The Victorian age
covered most of the nineteenth century. m
verb to look older O He has aged a lot since I
last saw him.

@ aged adj 1. /erd3d/ with the age of O a
girl aged nine O She died last year, aged 83.
2. /'erdz1d/ very old © an aged man

age group /'exd3 gru:p/ noun all the peo-
ple of a particular age. Synonym generation
ageing /'erdziy/ adj which is becoming
older (NOTE: The US spelling is aging.)
age limit /'exd3 ,limit/ noun the youngest
or oldest age at which you are allowed to do
something

@ agency /'erdzonsi/ noun an office which
represents another firm O an advertising
agency O We have the agency for Ford cars.
® agenda /o'dzenda/ noun a list of points
for discussion 0 what’s on the agenda?
what are we going to discuss?

® agent /'erdzont/ noun 1. a person who
works for or represents someone else O Our
head office is in London but we have an
agent in Paris. 2. a person or thing that
causes something O War is an agent of mass
destruction.

age of consent /,e1d3 ov kon'sent/ noun
the age at which someone can legally agree
to have sex

age-old adj, adv which has existed for a
long time

aggravate /'egrovert/ verb 1. to make
something worse 2. to annoy someone
aggravating /'xgrovertiy/ adj who or
which annoys someone (informal). Synonym
annoying. Antonym pleasing

aggregate /'agrigat/ noun 1. a total of ev-
erything added together 0 on aggregate, in
the aggregate as a final total O Liverpool
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won 7 =2 on aggregate. 2. a mixture of sand
and gravel used to make roads

® aggression /o'gre[(o)n/ noun a feeling
of anger against someone that is expressed,
especially in physical force 0 an act of ag-
gression an attack on someone

® aggressive /o'grestv/ adj ready to at-
tack someone

aggressively /o'gresivli/ adv as if want-
ing to attack someone

aggressiveness /o'gresivnas/ noun the
state of being aggressive towards someone
aggressor /o'greso/ noun a person or
country that attacks another. Synonym
attacker

aggrieved /o'griivd/ adj annoyed because
you have been badly treated

aggro /'‘agrou/ noun violent quarrelling or
disagreement

aghast /o'ga:st/ adj filled with horror and
amazement. Synonym horrified. Antonym
unaffected

agile /'zdzail/ adj that can move easily
agility /o'd31liti/ noun the fact of being ag-
ile. Antonym clumsiness

agitate /'adzitert/ verb 1. to stir up public
opinion for or against something 2. to shake a
container such as a bottle (formal)

agitated /'zdzitertid/ adj very nervous,
worried or upset and often not able to keep
still. Synonym restless. Antonym calm
agitation /,&d3z1'terf(o)n/ noun 1. nervous
worry 2. struggle for change, especially po-
litical change

agitator /'edziterts/ noun a person who
stirs up political unrest. Synonym cam-
paigner

AGM abbr annual general meeting
agnostic /eg'nostik/ adj believing that no
one can know if God exists B noun a person
who believes that no one can know if God
exists. Compare atheist. Antonym believer
agnosticism /xg'nostisiz(e)m/ noun a
belief that no one can know if God exists.
Synonym doubt

® ago /o'gav/ adv in the past O He phoned
a few minutes ago. O This all happened a
long time ago. Synonym before. Antonym
ahead (NOTE: ago always follows a word
meaning time.)

agog /o'gng/ adj o all agog very eager O
They were all agog to hear her story.
agonise /'zgonaiz/, agonize verb to
spend a lot of time worrying about something
O to agonize over a decision to worry about
a decision

agonising /'agonaiziy/, agonizing adj 1.
(of pain) very sharp 2. very painful and
difficult

® agony /'zgoni/ noun extreme pain



agony aunt

agony aunt /'zgoni aint/ noun a person
who writes an agony column

agony column /'&geni \kolom/ noun a
newspaper column giving advice on personal
problems

® agree /a2'gri:/ verb 1. to say yes O Most of
the group agreed with her suggestion. O Af-
ter some discussion he agreed to our plan.
(NOTE: You agree to oron a plan.) 2. O to
agree with someone to think the same way
as someone O [ agree with you that most peo-
ple drive too fast.

agreeable /o'gri:ob(o)l/ adj 1. pleasant 2.
O to be agreeable to to be in agreement with
(formal) © Are they all agreeable to the
plan?

agreeably /o'gri:abli/ adv pleasantly
agreed /o'gri:d/ adj which has been ac-
cepted. Synonym decided

® agreement /o'grirmont/ noun 1. the act
or fact of thinking the same O to reach an
agreement or to come to an agreement on
salaries O Agreement between the two sides
is still a long way off. O they are in agree-
ment with our plan they agree with our plan
O We discussed the plan with them and they
are in agreement. 2. a contract O fo draw up
or to draft an agreement O We signed an
agreement with the Italian company.

@ agricultural /,&gri'kalt[(o)ral/ adj re-
ferring to agriculture

agricultural labourer /agrikalt[oral
'letb(e)ra/ noun a person who does heavy
work on a farm

@ agriculture /'egrikaltfo/ noun the
practice of growing crops or raising animals
on farms. Synonym cultivation

aground /a'graund/ adv stuck on sand or
rocks, not afloat O the ship ran aground,
went aground the ship hit sand or rocks

® ah /a:/ interj showing surprise ® noun an
act of saying ‘ah!” O The audience let out
‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ as they watched the lion
tamers. & verb ) um

aha /a:'hai/ interj showing that something
has been discovered, especially expressing
satisfaction or excitement

® ahead /o'hed/ adv in front O Our team
was losing, but now we are ahead again. O
Run on ahead and find some seats for us. O
You need to go straight ahead, and then turn
left. 0 full steam ahead! go forwards as fast
as possible O to draw ahead to become the
leader in a race

ahoy /a'hot/ interj used by sailors to call an-
other ship

Al abbr 1. artificial insemination 2. artificial
intelligence

@ aid /erd/ noun 1. help O aid to Third
World countries O aid worker 2. O in aid of
to help O We give money in aid of the Red
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Cross. O They are collecting money in aid of
refugees. 0 what’s all this in aid of? what’s
all the fuss about? (informal) 3. a device
which helps O He wears a hearing aid. O
Food processors are useful aids in the
kitchen. O to help someone or a process. Ant-
onym thwart o to aid and abet someone to
help someone to commit a crime

aide /e1d/ noun a person employed to assist
someone important. Synonym assistant
AIDS /erdz/ noun a viral infection which
breaks down the body’s immune system O a
clinic for people with AIDS Full form ac-
quired immune deficiency syndrome
ailing /'erlip/ adj 1. sick 2. in financial
difficulties

ailment /'erlmont/ noun an illness, though
not generally a very serious one

@ aim /exm/ noun what you are trying to do
O His aim is to do well at school and then go
to university. O One of our aims is to in-
crease the speed of service. Synonym goal m
verb 1. to plan to do something O We aim to
go on holiday in June. 2. to point a weapon at
something O He was not aiming at the target.
aimless /'‘eimlos/ adj without any particu-
lar plan. Antonym purposeful

aimlessly /'eimlosli/ adv without any par-
ticular plan

ain’t /eint/ contraction is not, has not, have
not (informal) O It ain’t fair. O He ain’t fin-
ished yet.

@ air /ea/ noun 1. a mixture of gases, mainly
oxygen and nitrogen, which cannot be seen,
but which is all around us and which every
animal breathes O His breath was like steam
in the cold air. O He threw the ball up into
the air. 2. a method of travelling or sending
goods using aircraft 3. a little tune O She
played an air by Bach. 4. an appearance or
feeling O There was an air of gloom over the
meeting. B verb to freshen a room or clothes
by giving them more air O Let’s open the
windows to air the room.

air bag /'es baeg/ noun a bag in a car which
inflates when there is an accident and pro-
tects the driver or passenger

airbase /'eabeis/ noun a military airfield
airborne /'eabo:n/ adj 1. carried in the air
2. carried by an aircraft

air-conditioned /'eo kon,dif(o)nd/ adj
having the temperature controlled by an
air-conditioner

air-conditioner /'eo kon,dif(a)na/ nouna
device which filters and cools the air in a
room

air-conditioning /'eo  kon,dif(o)nig/
noun a system of controlling the temperature
in a place such as a room or a train

@ aircraft /'‘eokra:ft/ noun a machine
which flies in the air O The passengers got



aircraft carrier

ten aircraft. Synonym aeroplane (NOTE:
The plural is aircraft: one aircraft, six air-
craft.)

aircraft carrier /'eokra:ft keario/ noun a
large ship in a navy, which has a large flat
deck where aircraft can land and take off
airfare /'eafesa/ noun what it costs for a
journey in an aircraft

airfield /'eofi:ld/ noun a small, usually mil-
itary, airport. Synonym airstrip

air force /'es fais/ noun a country’s mili-
tary air organisation

air freshener /'es fref(a)na/ noun a sub-
stance which makes the air in a room smell
fresh and clean

air hostess /'es ,haustas/ noun a woman
flight attendant (dated)

airing cupboard /'ecorig kabod/ noun a
warm cupboard where clothes can be aired
airless /'ealos/ adj without any air. Syn-
onym stuffy

air letter /'ea |leto/ noun a special sheet of
thin blue paper which when folded can be
sent by airmail without an envelope

airlift /'ealift/ noun an emergency trans-
porting of something by air m verb to trans-
port someone or something by air in an
emergency O The climbers were airlifted to
safety. Synonym fly

@ airline /'eslamn/ noun a company which
runs air services O He'’s an airline pilot. O
The airline has been voted the most popular
with business travellers.

airliner /'eslaino/ noun a large aircraft that
carries passengers

® airmail /'eomeil/ noun a way of sending
letters or parcels by air B verb to send letters
or parcels by air O We airmailed the docu-
ments to New York.

airman /'eaman/ noun a man who serves in
an air force (NOTE: The plural is airmen.)
airplane /'earplein/ noun US an aeroplane
@ airport /'eapo:t/ noun a place where air-
craft land and take off O You can take the un-
derground to the airport. O We are due to
arrive at Heathrow Airport at midday.
airport tax /'eopoit taeks/ noun a tax
added to the price of an air ticket to cover the
cost of running an airport

air raid /'es rerd/ noun an attack by mili-
tary aircraft

airship /'eaf1p/ noun a large balloon driven
by an engine

airsickness /'easiknos/ noun the feeling
of being sick while in an aircraft. Synonym
travel sickness

airspace /'easpers/ noun the air above a
country

airstream /'eostriim/ noun a flow of air in
a particular direction
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into the aircraft. O The airline has a fleet of

alarmed

airstrip /'eastrip/ noun a small runway
airtight /'estart/ adj which does not allow
air to get in or out

air time /'eo tarm/ noun 1. the amount of
time that is given to a programme or subject
in radio or TV broadcasting 2. the time at
which a programme or item is to be broadcast
air traffic controller /es 'treefik kon-
,troula/ noun a person on land who gives in-
structions for the movements of aircraft as
they land or take off

airwaves /'eawervz/ plural noun 1. O on
the airwaves on the radio (old) O His was a

familiar voice on the airwaves in the 1950s.

2. the way in which radio signals move
through the air

airway /'eawe1/ noun 1. a name given to an
airline 2. a passage for air

airworthiness /'ea,ws:0inas/ noun the
safety of an aircraft for use

airy /'eari/ adj 1. full of fresh air 2. vague
and not likely to be put into practice (NOTE:
airier — airiest)

airy-fairy /,eari 'feori/ adj not possible to
put into practice (informal) Synonym vague

aisle /ail/ noun 1. a gangway between seats
in something such as a plane, theatre or
church 2. a gangway between shelves in a su-
permarket 3. a side part of a church (NOTE:
Do not confuse with isle.)

aisle seat /'ail siit/ noun a seat which is
next to an aisle

ajar /o'dza:/ adj slightly open

aka abbr also known as

akin /o'kin/ adj o akin to similar to O She
experienced a sensation akin to burning on
her skin.

a la carte /& le 'ka:t/ adv, adj made of
several dishes ordered separately from a
menu

alacrity /o'lekriti/ noun speed o with
alacrity fast

@ alarm /a'la:m/ noun 1. a loud warning O
An alarm will sound if someone touches the
wire. O to raise the alarm to warn everyone
of danger O it was a false alarm it was a
wrong warning 2. the fact or feeling of being
afraid O The expression on his face increased
her alarm. O There’s no cause for alarm, the
injection won't hurt at all. m verb to frighten
someone O I don’t want to alarm you, but the
police say a dangerous criminal has been
seen in the village. Synonym worry. Ant-
onym calm

alarm bells /s'laim belz/ plural noun an
indication that something unpleasant or dan-
gerous will happen

® alarm clock /o'la:m klok/ noun a clock
which rings a bell to wake you up

alarmed /o'la:md/ adj worried and fright-
ened. Synonym worried



alarming

alarming /o'laxmiy/ adj frightening. Syn-
onym disturbing. Antonym soothing
alarmist /o'laimist/ noun someone who
makes people feel frightened or worried
when they do not need to m adj which makes
people feel frightened or worried when they
do not need to © an alarmist report

alas /a'lees/ interj showing sadness O He
died in the war, alas. O Alas, there is no time
left to continue the discussion.

albatross /'@lbotros/ noun a very large
white sea bird which flies for long distances
(NOTE: The plural is albatrosses.)

® albeit /o:1'bizt/ conj although

albino /xl'binou/ noun an animal or per-
son born with pale skin, white hair, and pink
eyes (NOTE: The plural is albinos.)

® album /'&lbom/ noun 1. a large book 2. a
collection of songs on a CD, cassette or
record

® alcohol /'xlkahol/ noun a substance in
drinks such as beer or wine, that can make
people drunk O They will not serve alcohol to
anyone under the age of 18.

alcoholic /,zlka'holik/ adj referring to al-
cohol. Synonym intoxicating m noun a per-
son who depends on alcohol as a drug
alcoholism /'elkoholiz(o)m/ noun the
condition of depending on drinking alcohol
regularly

alcove /'zlkouv/ noun a part of the wall of
a room which is set back. Synonym recess
® ale /e1l/ noun a type of British beer, espe-
cially bitter beer, but not lager

alert /o'l3:t/ adj 1. able to think clearly 2.
watching carefully ® noun news that some-
thing dangerous is happening or going to
happen O a flood alert. Synonym warning O
to be on the alert to watch out for something
W verb O to alert someone to to warn some-
one of something O She was alerted to the
dangers of smoking.

@ A Level /'e1 lev(o)l/ noun an examina-
tion taken by pupils aged 17 or 18 O If you
pass your A Levels, you can go on to higher
education. Full form advanced level
alfresco /xl'freskou/ adj in the open air.
Synonym outdoor. Antonym indoor (NOTE:
Do not confuse with fresco.)

algae /'zld3i:/ noun very small plants liv-
ing in water or in wet conditions which have
no stems or roots or leaves

algebra /'®ld3ibra/ noun a type of mathe-
matics where letters are used to represent
quantities

algebraic /ldzr'brenk/ adj referring to
algebra

algorithm /'algorid(o)m/ noun a plan for
working out a complicated calculation

alias /'eilios/ adv also known as O John
Smith, alias ‘The Bulldog’ m noun a different
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name that is not the person’s own. Synonym
assumed name (NOTE: The plural is
aliases.)

alibi /'&libal/ noun a claim that a person
charged with a crime was somewhere else
when the crime was committed

alien /'eilion/ adj foreign, from another
country. Synonym unfamiliar m noun a per-
son who is from a foreign country

alienate /'e1lionert/ verb 1. to make some-
one feel unfriendly 2. to make someone not
want to support you

alienated /'eilionertid/ adj not feeling in-
cluded or welcome, especially in society at
large

alight /o'latt/ verb to get off a vehicle (for-
mal) m adj on fire

align /o'lain/ verb 1. to arrange in line with
2. O to align yourself with to decide on a
similar policy to another country O The three
neighbouring states aligned themselves with
France.

alignment /s'lainmont/ noun 1. a row O
out of alignment not parallel O [ think the
front wheels are out of alignment. 2. an
agreement between people on the same side
of an argument. » realignment

alike /a'laik/ adj very similar. Antonym dif-
ferent ®m adv in a similar way O My sister
and I just don’t think alike. O The change will
affect rich and poor alike.

alimentary canal /zl1,ment(o)ri ko'nael/
noun the tube by which food goes into the
stomach, and passes through the body
alimony /'alimoni/ noun money paid regu-
larly by someone to a wife or husband they
are no longer married to

@ alive /a'larv/ adj 1. not dead © He was
still alive when he was rescued, even though
he had been in the sea for hours. O When my
grandfather was alive, there were no super-
markets. (NOTE: not used in front of a noun:
the fish is alive but a live fish.) 2. o alive
to knowing and understanding O alive with
full of 3. lively O The fishing village is rather
dead during the day time, but really comes
alive at night.

alkali /'lkoalar/ noun a substance which re-
acts with an acid to form a salt and water
(NOTE: The British English plural is alkalis,
but American English is alkalies.)

alkaline /'zlkolain/ adj containing more al-
kali than acid

@ all /2:1/ adj, pron 1. everything or every-
one O They all or All of them like coffee. O
All trains stop at Clapham Junction. O Did
you pick all (of) the tomatoes? O Where are
all the children? O let’s sing the song all to-
gether everyone should sing at the same
time 2. o fifteen all (in tennis) fifteen points
each m adv 1. completely O The ground was
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all white after the snow fell. O I forgot all
about her birthday. 2. 0 all by yourself all
alone O You can’t do it all by yourself.
O I'm all by myself this evening — my girl-
friend’s gone out. O He drove the lorry all by
himself. <> all along right from the beginning
< all but almost < all in (informal)1. tired
out 2. including everything < all over 1. ev-
erywhere over something 2. finished 3.
everywhere

Allah /'zlo/ noun the Muslim name for God
allay /o'ler/ verb to calm something. Syn-
onym dispel. Antonym stimulate

all day /o:1 'der/ adv for the whole day O
1t’s been raining hard all day.

allegation / &lo'gerf(a)n/ noun the sug-
gestion that someone has possibly done
something wrong

allege /a'leds/ verb to suggest that some-
one may have done something wrong. Syn-
onym claim

alleged /a'led3d/ adj suggested. Antonym
confirmed

allegedly /o'led31dli/ adv as has been sug-
gested, but not proved

allegiance /a'li:d3(o)ns/ noun the fact of
being loyal. Synonym loyalty. Antonym
disloyalty

allegorical /,xli'gorik(o)l/ adj referring to
allegory. Synonym metaphorical. Antonym
literal

allegory /'zlog(o)ri/ noun a painting or
story where the characters represent ideas or
are symbols of something else. Synonym
parable

allegro /o'legrouv/ adv, adj (in music)
played fast

allergen /'elodzon/ noun a substance
which produces an allergic reaction
allergic /o'13:d31k/ adj suffering from or
referring to an allergy < to be allergic to 1.
to react badly to a substance O Many people
are allergic to grass pollen. O She is allergic
to cats. 2. to dislike something or someone
very much (informal) O He is allergic to jazz.
O She is allergic to men with beards.
allergy /'zlad3i/ noun a bad reaction to a
substance

alleviate /o'lizviert/ verb to make less pain-
ful. Synonym ease

® alley /'li/ noun a narrow little street

® alliance /o'larons/ noun a formal agree-
ment between two or more groups or
countries

@ allied /'&laid/ adj 1. joined in an alliance
2. O allied to combined with O His poor
health allied to his age means that he will not
be able to run the marathon.

alligator /'zligeito/ noun a large reptile
like a crocodile, found in the southern parts
of the United States
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all-important /o:l im'po:tont/ adj very
important or necessary

all-inclusive /o:1 m'klu:siv/ adj that in-
cludes everything. Synonym comprehen-
sive

all-in rate /,o:1 i 'rert/, all-in price /,5:1
in ‘'prais/ noun a price which covers
everything

alliteration /s lito're1f(a)n/ noun the prac-
tice of using words which begin with the
same sound to make special effects in poetry

all-night /'o:1 nait/ adj lasting, open or
available throughout the night, or throughout
a specific night

@ allocate /'xlokert/ verb to give some-
thing out to various people

® allocation /,zlo'ke1[(9)n/ noun the pro-
cess of giving something as a share

allot /a'lot/ verb to give something to some-
one as a share of something (NOTE: allotting
— allotted)

allotment /5'lotmont/ noun 1. the process
of giving out money 2. a piece of land which
belongs to a local council and which can be
rented for growing vegetables

all-out /,o:1 'aut/ adj total, involving a lot of
work. Synonym maximum. Antonym
half-hearted

@ allow /a'lav/ verb 1. to let someone do
something O She allowed me to borrow her
book. © Smoking is not allowed in the restau-
rant. O You are allowed to take two pieces of
hand luggage onto the plane. 2. to give O We
will allow you a discount. 3. to agree or to ac-
cept legally O to allow a claim for damages o
to allow for something to provide a certain
amount of time or money for something O to
allow 10% extra for postage and packing O
Allow 28 days for delivery.

allowable /o'lavob(a)l/ adj which can be
allowed. Synonym permissible. Antonym
unacceptable o allowable expenses ex-
penses which are allowed against tax

® allowance /s'lavons/ noun 1. money
paid regularly 2. something which is allowed
3. an amount of money which you are al-
lowed to earn without paying tax 4. O to
make allowances for to take something into
account O You must make allowances for his
age.

alloy /'&lor/ noun a mixture of metals m
verb to mix metals O You alloy copper and
zinc to get brass.

all-purpose /o:1 'p3:pas/ adj which can be
used in many different situations. Antonym
specialised

@ all right /o:1 'rart/ adj well O She was ill
yesterday but is all right now. ® interj mean-
ing ‘yes’ (NOTE: OK and no problem are
often used in this meaning.)



all-round

all-round adj able to do many things well,
or useful in a number of different ways, not
specialised ® adv 1. considering everything
2. for, from or involving everyone
all-rounder /5:1 'raunda/ noun a person
who is good at anything

all-star /'o:lsta:/ adj with many stars or ce-
lebrities. Antonym unknown

all-time /'o:ltaim/ adj biggest, best, worst,
etc. ever (informal) Antonym insignificant
allude /o'lu:d/ verb o to allude to some-
thing to refer to something in an indirect way
O He alluded to it in his speech, without giv-
ing any details.

allure /o'luo, 9'ljud/ noun a mysteriously
attractive quality. Synonym attraction m
verb to attract someone O Allured by the high
salary  offered,  he  answered  the
advertisement.

alluring /o'lvorty, o'ljuoriy/ adj very at-
tractive. Synonym appealing. Antonym
repulsive

allusion /o'luiz(9)n/ noun referring indi-
rectly to something. Synonym reference
alluvial /o'lu:vial/ adjleft behind by rivers
® ally noun /'&lal/ a person or country
which is on the same side. Synonym friend
(NOTE: The plural is allies.) m verb /a'la1/ o
to ally yourself with or to someone to join
forces with someone O The unions have al-
lied themselves with the opposition.
almighty /o:I'maiti/ adj very powerful,
very loud ®m noun o the Almighty God O We
pray to the Almighty every day that they find
our daughter alive.

almond /'a:xmand/ noun 1. a type of nut 2.
same as almond tree

almond tree /'axmond tri:/ noun a tree
which produces almonds

@ almost /'o:lmoust/ adv nearly © London
is almost as far from here as Paris. O She’s
almost as tall as I am. O She’ll eat almost
anything. O Hurry up, it’s almost time for the
train to leave. Synonym nearly

aloft /o'loft/ adv high in the air. Antonym
below

® alone /2'loun/ adj with no one else O She
lives alone with her cats. O He was all alone
in the shop. O We don’t let the children go
out alone after dark. o 1 want to talk to you
alone I want the two of us to talk in private m
adv O to leave someone alone not to disturb
someone O Leave that cat alone and come
and have your tea.

@ along /a'loy/ prep 1. by the side of O He
has planted fruit trees along both sides of the
garden path. O The river runs along one side
of the castle. 2. from one end to the other O
She ran along the pavement. O Walk along
the street until you come to the post office. ®
adv o to get along with someone to agree
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with or to work well with someone O She
doesn’t get along very well with her new
boss.

® alongside /slpy'said/ prep at the side of
O The ship was tied up alongside the quay. ®
adv so as to be beside or level with
something O We had stopped at a red light
when a police car pulled up alongside. Syn-
onym abreast

aloof /o'luif/ adj quiet, private and un-
friendly to other people m adv 0O to keep
yourself aloof, to stand aloof from to keep
separate from, not to get involved with other
people O They kept themselves aloof from the
rest of the crowd.

aloud /s'lavd/ adv in a voice which can be
heard

alpha /'zlfo/ noun the first letter of the
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing the best
results. Symbol o

alphabet /'zlfobet/ noun a series of letters
in order, e.g. A, B, C, etc. O G comes before
H in the alphabet. O If you're going to
Greece on holiday, you ought to learn the
Greek alphabet.

alphabetical / zlfo'betik(o)l/ adj refer-
ring to the alphabet O in alphabetical order
in order of the first letter of each word O The
words in the dictionary are in alphabetical
order. O Sort out the address cards into al-
phabetical order of their names.
alphabetically / zlfo'betikli/ adv in al-
phabetical order

alphabetise /'zlfobetaiz/, alphabetize
verb to put words into alphabetical order, es-
pecially automatically

alpine /'zlpain/ adjreferring to high moun-
tains, especially the Alps. Synonym moun-
tainous m noun a plant which grows on or
originally comes from high mountains

@ already /o:l'redi/ adv 1. before now or
before the time mentioned O ['ve already
done my shopping. O It was already past ten
o’clock when he arrived. 0 1 have seen that
film already I have seen that film before 2.
sooner than expected O Have you finished
your work already?

alright /o:1'rait/ adj, adv another spelling
of all right

Alsatian /x1'se1f(o)n/ noun a type of large
dog, often used as a guard dog. Also called
German shepherd

® also /'a:lsau/ adv too, in addition O She
sings well and can also play the violin. O
They came to visit us, and their children also
came.

altar /'o:1to/ noun a table for important ob-
jects in religious ceremonies, especially in a
church o to lead someone to the altar to
marry someone, especially a woman O
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Grandfather led his wife to the altar when he
was only 22 years old.

® alter /'o:lto/ verb to become or make
something different. Synonym change
(NOTE: Do not confuse with altar.)

® alteration /o:lta'rerf(a)n/ noun an act
of becoming different or of making some-
thing different. Synonym change, modifi-
cation

altercation /,o:1to'kerf(9)n/ noun a verbal
disagreement. Synonym argument
alternate adj/o:1't3mot/ every other one B
verb /'a:ltanert/ to keep changing from one
particular position or state to another
alternately /o:1't3:notli/ adv with one first
and then the other. Antonym consecutively
alternating current /'ailtonertiy
'karont/ noun an electric current which
changes direction all the time, as opposed to
direct current which flows in one direction.
Abbr AC. Compare direct current

@ alternative /o:1'tamnotv/ adj 1. in place
of something else O If the plane is full, we
will put you on an alternative flight. 2. fol-
lowing a different way from usual ®m noun
something which takes the place of some-
thing else O Now that she’s got measles, do
we have any alternative to calling the holiday
off? O there is no alternative there is noth-
ing else we can do

alternative energy /a1l t3matrv
'enad3zi/ noun energy produced by the sun,
the sea or the wind

alternatively /o:l'tsmotivli/ adv on the
other hand

alternative medicine /ol t3mativ
'med(a)sin/ noun the treating of diseases by
means such as herbal medicines which are
not usually used by doctors

alternator /'s:ltonerts/ noun a device
which produces alternating current

@ although /2:1'dau/ conj in spite of the
fact that O Although it was fireezing, she
didn’t put a coat on. O I've never been into
that shop although I've often walked past it.
altimeter /'@ltimi:ts/ noun an instrument
for measuring height above sea level

® altitude /'eltitju:d/ noun height above
sea level

altitude sickness /'zltitju:d ,siknos/
noun a condition caused by lack of oxygen
because of being at a high altitude, as when
you are on a mountain

alto /'&ltou/ noun 1. a high singing voice of
a man or boy 2. a man or boy with a high
voice (NOTE: The plural is altos.)

@ altogether /,5:1ta'geds/ adv 1. taking
everything together O The food was £10 and
the drinks £5, so that makes £15 altogether.
O The staff of the three shops come to 200 al-
together. 2. completely O He's altogether a

ambassador

happier man since he got married. O Their
situation is altogether different from ours.
altruistic / ltru'tstik/ adj not selfish.
Synonym unselfish. Antonym selfish
aluminium /&lo'mmiom/ noun a sil-
ver-coloured metal which is extremely light
(NOTE: The US spelling is aluminum.)
alumnus /5'lamnoas/ noun US a male stu-
dent who used to attend a university or col-
lege or high school. Synonym graduate
(NOTE: The plural is alumni /o'lamnar/.)

@ always /'o:lwerz/ adv 1. every time O
She is always late for work. O Why does it al-
ways rain when we want to go for a walk? 2.
all the time O It’s always hot in tropical
countries. 3. frequently, especially when
someone finds it annoying O She’s always
asking me to lend her money.

Alzheimer’s disease /'xltshaimoz di-
,zi1z/ noun a disease of the brain that leads to
memory loss that gets worse and worse

® am /om, &m/ v be

® a.m. /'e1 'em/ adv before midday O I have
to catch the 7 a.m. train to work every day. O
Telephone calls made before 6 a.m. are
charged at the cheap rate. (NOTE: a.m. is
usually used to show the exact hour and the
word o’clock is left out. The US spelling is
A.M.)

amalgam /o'melgom/ noun a mixture, es-
pecially the mixture used by dentists to fill
holes in teeth

amalgamate /o'melgomert/ verb to com-
bine together. Synonym merge
amalgamation /5, malgo'merf(o)n/ noun
the act of combining together

amass /o'mas/ verb to collect a lot of
money, information or things. Synonym
accumulate

amateur /'zmoto, 'emoatfua/ noun 1. a
person who is not paid to play his or her sport
2. a person who does something because he
or she likes doing it ® adj 1. not paid 2. the
practice of doing something for enjoyment
rather than to earn money

amateurish /'emotorif/ adjnot done well
or in a professional way

amaze /a'meiz/ verb to surprise someone
very much. Synonym astonish

amazed /o'meizd/ adj very surprised. Syn-
onym astonished

amazement /o'meizmeont/ noun great sur-
prise. Synonym astonishment

® amazing /o'meiziy/ adj 1. very surpris-
ing O It was amazing that she never sus-
pected anything. 2. extremely interesting and
unusual O It was an amazing experience,
sailing down the Nile.

ambassador /zm'basoda/ noun a person
who is regarded as a representative or a sym-
bol of something
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amber /'&embo/ adj yellow-orange coloured
m noun 1. a yellow to dark brown substance,
which can be used for making jewellery 2. an
orange traffic light

ambidextrous /,@mbi'dekstros/ adj able
to use either the right or left hand equally
well

ambience /'@mbians/ noun the character
and general feeling of a place. Synonym
atmosphere

ambient /'embiont/ adj which surrounds.
Synonym surrounding

® ambiguity /,&mbr'gju:iti/ noun the fact
of having two meanings. Antonym clarity
(NOTE: The plural is ambiguities.)
ambiguous /em'bigjuss/ adj having two
meanings and therefore not being clear. Syn-
onym vague

ambition /zm'bif(o)n/ noun a wish to be-
come great, rich or famous, or to do some-
thing special O His great ambition is to ride
on an elephant.

ambitious /zm'bifos/ adj with high aims
ambivalence /ezm'bivolons/ noun the
state of not being sure about something. Syn-
onym uncertainty

ambivalent /zm'bivalont/ adj not sure or
decided. Synonym unsure

amble /'emb(a)l/ verb to walk in a relaxed
way without hurrying. Synonym stroll. Ant-
onym dash

® ambulance /'@mbjulons/ noun a van
which carries sick or injured people O When
she fell down the stairs, her husband called
an ambulance.

ambush /'@mbuf/ noun a surprise attack
by people who have been hiding O The en-
emy lay in ambush beside the path. (NOTE:
The plural is ambushes.) m verb to wait
hidden and attack someone by surprise »
Synonym (all senses) trap

ameba /o'mi:ba/ noun another spelling of
amoeba

amelioration /o, mi:lia're1f(a)n/ noun the
process of becoming better. Synonym im-
provement. Antonym deterioration

amen /a:'men, er'men/ interj meaning ‘let
this be so’ used at the end of Christian
prayers O I say amen to that I agree with
that

amenable /o'miinab(d)l/ adj easy-going,
not difficult. Synonym agreeable 0 amena-
ble to new ideas willing to accept new ideas
® amend /o'mend/ verb to change for the
better. Synonym alter

® amendment /o'mendmont/ noun 1. a
change intended to make something better 2.
a change to a law or proposal

amends /o'mendz/ noun o to make
amends for something to compensate, e.g.
for an injury
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amenity /o'miiniti/ noun a feature that
makes a place attractive, enjoyable or com-
fortable to be in

® American /o'mertkon/ adj referring to
the United States ® noun a person from the
United States

American football /o,merikon 'futbo:l/
noun a type of football played in the United
States (NOTE: The US term is simply foot-
ball; soccer is used in US English to refer
to what is simply football in British English.)
American Indian /o,merikon 'idion/
noun (dated) a Native American B adj refer-
ring to Native Americans

Americanise /o'merikonaiz/, American-
ize verb to take on or give someone or some-
thing qualities which are associated with the
United States

American War of Independence /»-
;mertkon wo: ov indi'pendons/ noun a
war from 1775 to 1786 between the Ameri-
can colonies and Britain, by which the colo-
nies became independent and formed the
United States

amethyst /'@mobist/ noun a purple stone
from which jewellery can be made

amiable /'eimiob(o)l/ adj friendly and
pleasant

amicable /'emikab(a)l/ adj done in a
friendly way. Synonym friendly

amicably /'emikobli/ adv in a friendly
way

amid /o'mid/ prep in the middle of
amidships /o'midfips/ adv in the middle
of a ship

amidst /o'midst/ prep in the middle of
amino acid /o,mi:nou 'e&sid/ noun one of
the chemicals that combine to make protein.
Humans are only able to produce some
amino acids in their bodies, so others have to
be absorbed from food.

amiss /o'mis/ adv, adj o something is
amiss something is wrong, there is a problem
O They checked the engine, but nothing
seemed to be amiss. 0 don’t take it amiss
don’t be annoyed

ammonia /o'mounid/ noun a strong poi-
sonous gas or liquid used in cleaning
products

ammunition /&mju'nif(a)n/ noun ob-
jects such as bombs and bullets, which can be
fired from weapons (NOTE: no plural)
amnesia /em'ni:zio/ noun a medical state
when you forget everything

amnesty /'emnasti/ noun a period during
which criminals will not be punished
amniotic fluid /,@mniotik 'fluzrd/ noun
the liquid surrounding a baby before it is
born

amoeba /o'mi:ba/, ameba /o'mi:ba/ noun
a living thing which consists of a single cell



amoebic

(NOTE: The plural is amoebas or amoebae
/a'mi:biz/.)

amoebic /o'mi:bik/ adj caused by an
amoeba

amok /o'mok/ adv o to run amok to be-
have in a frighteningly uncontrolled way
among /o'map/ prep in addition to other
people or things

amoral /er'moral/ adj not caring about
right and wrong. Synonym unprincipled
amorous /'amoras/ adj showing sexual
love. Synonym ardent. Antonym dis-
passionate

amorphous /2'mo:fas/ adj with no partic-
ular shape

® amount /o'maunt/ noun a quantity of
something such as money O The amount in
my bank account has reached £1,000. O This
make of car uses by far the least amount of
petrol. O a certain amount some O The
storm did a certain amount of damage.

® amount to /o'maunt tu:/ verb 1. to
make a total of 2. O to amount to the same
thing to mean the same, to be the same O
Whether he took cash or free holidays, it all
amounts to the same thing.

amp /ezmp/ noun a piece of equipment
which can make sounds louder
ampersand /'emposaend/ noun a printing
sign (&) meaning ‘and’

amphetamine /em'fetomiin/ noun a
drug which is supposed to increase the user’s
energy levels

amphibian /zm'fibion/ noun an animal
that lives both in water and on land
amphibious /ezm'fibios/ adj living both in
water and on land

amphitheatre /'&mfi010to/ noun 1. a cir-
cular Greek or Roman theatre 2. a
semi-circular lecture hall (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is amphitheater.)

ample /‘&mpol/ adj large enough. Syn-
onym enough, sufficient. Antonym
insufficient

amplification /zmplifi'keif(a)n/ noun
1. the process of making a sound louder 2. a
more detailed explanation

amplifier /'zmplifais/ noun a piece of
equipment which makes sound louder
amplify /‘emplifai/ verb 1. to make a
sound louder 2. to explain something in more
detail

amputate /'@mpjutert/ verb to cut off an
arm, leg, finger or toe

amputation /,&zmpju'terf(e)n/ noun cut-
ting off an arm, leg, finger or toe

amuse /o'mju:z/ verb 1. to make someone
laugh 2. to make the time pass pleasantly O
to amuse yourself to play or get pleasure
from what you are doing O The children
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amused themselves quietly while their par-
ents talked.

amused /o'mju:izd/ adj thinking that some-
thing is funny. Antonym annoyed o to keep
someone amused to keep someone inter-
ested and happy O This jigsaw will keep the
children amused for hours.

amusement /o'mju:zmont/ noun 1. plea-
sure 2. O to someone’s amusement making
someone laugh O Much to her amusement,
the band played ‘Happy Birthday to you!’
amusement arcade /o'mju:zmont a:-
kerd/ noun a place with machines for play-
ing games

amusement park /o'mjuizment pa:k/
noun an open-air park with various types of
entertainment. Synonym funfair

amusing /o'mju:ziy/ adj funny. Synonym
entertaining

@ an/on, &n/pa

anachronism /o'nakroniz(e)m/ noun a
thing which is out of date and does not be-
long to the present time. Synonym relic
anachronistic /o,naekra'nistik/ adj not
fitting the period when a play or film is
supposed to take place. Antonym con-
temporary

anaconda /.@na'konds/ noun a large
snake from South America, which winds it-
self round its food before eating it

anaemia /o'niimio/ noun a condition
where the level of red blood cells is less than
normal (NOTE: The US spelling is anemia.)
anaemic /o'niimik/ adj 1. having anaemia
2. looking weak and pale (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is anemic.)

anaerobic / @na'roubik/ adj not needing
oxygen to exist. Antonym aerobic
anaesthesia /,&nos'0i:zio/ noun the loss
of feeling after being given an anaesthetic
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthesia.)
anaesthetic /xnos'Oetik/ noun a sub-
stance given to a patient to remove feeling,
so that he or she can have an operation with-
out feeling pain (NOTE: The US spelling is
anesthetic.)

anaesthetise /o'ni:sOotaiz/, anaesthe-
tize verb to give a patient an anaesthetic
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthetize.)
anaesthetist /o'ni:sOatist/ noun a person
whose job is to give patients anaesthetics
(NOTE: The US term is anesthesiologist.)
anagram /'‘znogram/ noun a word or
phrase containing the letters of another word
or phrase in a different order, e.g. ‘Cathy’ is
an anagram of ‘yacht’

anal /'em(a)l/ adjreferring to the anus
analgesic /,&nl'd3i:zik/ adj killing pain m
noun a painkilling drug. Synonym painkiller
analogous /o'nzlogas/ adj similar. Ant-
onym different
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® analogy /o'n&lodzi/ noun a similarity
between two things. Antonym contrast o to
draw an analogy between to show how two
things are similar O He drew an analogy be-
tween raising children and growing plants.
analyse /'&nolaiz/, analyze verb to exam-
ine closely and scientifically

@ analysis /o'nzlosis/ noun a close exam-
ination of the parts or elements of something
O job analysis O to make an analysis of the
sales or a sales analysis O to carry out an
analysis of the market potential (NOTE: The
plural is analyses /o'nelisi:z/.)

analyst /'znalist/ noun 1. a person who
carries out analyses 2. a doctor who is trained
in psychoanalysis

analytical /&no'litik(o)l/ adj examining
something in detail

anarchic /o'na:kik/, anarchical /o-
'na:kikl/ adj without any law or order
anarchist /'&nokist/ noun a person who
tries to destroy a government by violent
means, without planning to replace it in any
way. Synonym revolutionary

anarchy /'znoki/ noun a lack of law and
order, because the government has lost con-
trol or because there is no government
(NOTE: no plural)

anathema /o'na&bomo/ noun a thing which
you dislike very much o it’s anathema to

her she dislikes it very much O His way of

teaching is anathema to the older teachers.
anatomical /,&no'tomik(o)l/ adj referring
to the structure of the body

anatomy /o'n@tomi/ noun 1. the structure
of the body or of part of the body 2. a de-
tailed examination (NOTE: plural in sense 1
and 2 is anatomies) 3. the study of the
structure of the body 4. your own body
ancestor /'znsesta/ noun a member of a
family who has been dead for a long time
ancestral /en'sestral/ adj referring to a
family over many generations

ancestry /'®nsestri/ noun your family go-
ing back over a long period. Synonym lin-
eage O she is of French ancestry originally
her family came from France

anchor /'&pkos/ noun a large metal hook
which holds a ship in place o to drop anchor
to let an anchor fall to the bottom of the sea
to hold a ship steady O The ship dropped an-
chor in the bay. m verb 1. (of a ship) to drop
an anchor to stay in the same place 2. to hold
something firmly in position

anchorman /'&nkoman/ noun the main
presenter on a TV news show. Synonym
newsreader

anchovy /'@ntfovi, @n'tfouvi/ noun a
small, very salty fish (NOTE: The plural is
anchovies.)

Anglican

@ ancient /'emnfont/ adj very old O She’s
studying ancient history. O He was riding an
ancient bicycle.

ancillary workers /@n'silori ,w3ikoz/
plural noun staff such as cleaners or class-
room helpers who work with professional
people in hospitals or schools

® and /on, and, &nd/ conj used to join two
words or phrases O All my uncles and aunts
live in the country. O The children were run-
ning about and singing. O Come and sit down
next to me. (NOTE: and is used to say num-
bers after 100: seven hundred and two
(702).)

andante /zn'denti/ adv, adj (in music)
played fairly slowly

anecdotal /&nik'douvt(s)l/ adj coming
from stories of individual people. Synonym
subjective. Antonym objective
anecdotal evidence /a@nikdout(a)l
'‘evid(o)ns/ noun evidence which comes in
the form of stories told by individual people
anecdote /'@nikdout/ noun a usually hu-
morous story based on something which has
taken place

anemone /2'nemani/ noun a small flower
anew /o'njui/ adv again (formal)

angel /'eind3ol/ noun 1. a heavenly being
2. a sweet, kind person 3. a person who pro-
vides money for a theatre production
angelic /&n'dzelik/ adj 1. very beautiful 2.
appearing to be kind and good. Synonym an-
gelic. Antonym wicked

® anger /'@ngo/ noun the feeling of being
very annoyed O [ felt no anger, only great
disappointment. Synonym annoyance. Ant-
onym calmness B verb to make someone
annoyed O Her lateness angered him. Syn-
onym annoy. Antonym pacify

angina /en'd3amos/ noun severe pains in
the centre of the chest, caused by not enough
blood being supplied to the heart muscles

® angle /'&pgal/ noun 1. a corner between
two lines O She planted the tree in the angle
of the two walls. O at an angle to not straight
or upright in relation to O The bookcase is at
an angle to the wall. 2. a point of view O
What’s the government’s angle on the story?
angle bracket /,&ngol 'brekit/ noun a
printed symbol < or >, used around text, es-
pecially in instructions for a computer
angle for /'engol foi/ verb to try to get
something 0 he was just angling for com-
pliments he was trying to get someone to say
nice things about him

angler /'engla/ noun a person who goes
fishing for pleasure

Anglican /'&pglikon/ adj referring to the
Anglican Church ® noun a member of the
Anglican Church



Anglican Church

Anglican Church /'&pglikon tfa:tf/
noun the Protestant church which is the offi-
cial religion of England, with the Queen as
its head, and other similar churches in other
countries. Also called Church of England
angling /'ggliy/ noun the sport of catch-
ing fish with a rod

Anglo- /xnglou/ prefix English, between
England and another country

angrily /'epgrili/ adv in an angry way

® angry /'®ngri/ adj upset and annoyed,
and sometimes wanting to harm someone O
When the cashier still hadn’t arrived at mid-
day the boss got angrier. O The shopkeeper is
angry with the children because they broke
his window. O He gets angry if the post is
late. O I am angry that the government is do-
ing nothing to prevent crime. Synonym an-
noyed. Antonym calm (NOTE: angrier —
angriest)

angst /epst/ noun great worry about life.
Synonym anguish. Antonym happiness
anguish /'engwif/ noun great mental suf-
fering. Synonym suffering. Antonym con-
tentment (NOTE: no plural)

anguished /'zggwift/ adj showing or
feeling great suffering. Antonym content
angular /'zpgjoule/ adj 1. with sharp cor-
ners 2. with sharp-looking bones

® animal /'enim(a)l/ noun a living thing
that moves independently O [ love animals
about the house — we have two dogs and
three cats as pets. O The football crowd be-
haved like animals. (NOTE: animal may in-
clude humans in scientific contexts.) m adj
referring to animals O the fans’ animal
behaviour

animated /'nimeitid/ adj full of life and
energy. Synonym energetic

animation /,&eni'meif(a)n/ noun 1. being
lively 2. the process of making animated
films

animosity /@ni'mositi/ noun a strong
feeling of dislike towards someone

ankle /'znkal/ noun the part of the body
where your leg joins your foot

ankle sock /'znkol sok/ noun one of a
pair of short socks

annex /a'neks/ verb to take possession of
land which belongs to another state. Ant-
onym cede

annexation / @nek'se1[(o)n/ noun attach-
ing one country to another

annexe /'zneks/ noun 1. a less important
building attached to another building 2. a
document attached to another document
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is an-
nex.)

annihilate /o'narolert/ verb to destroy
something completely
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annihilation /o,nara'lerf(o)n/ noun total
destruction. Antonym protection

® anniversary /,&ni'vais(d)ri/ noun the
same date as an important event that hap-
pened in the past

annotate /'znatert/ verb to add notes to a
text. Synonym gloss

annotation / &na'terf(a)n/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of adding notes to a text 2. a note added
to a text

@ announce /s'nauns/ verb to say offi-
cially or in public O He announced his resig-
nation. O She announced that she would be
standing for parliament. Synonym proclaim
® announcement /o'navnsmant/ noun a
statement made in public O The managing di-
rector made an announcement to the staff. O
There were several loudspeaker announce-
ments concerning flight changes.
announcer /o'navnsa/ noun a person who
reads the news or announces programmes on
radio or TV. Synonym presenter

® annoy /2'no1/ verb to make someone feel
angry or impatient. Synonym irritate. Ant-
onym please

annoyance /o'norons/ noun a feeling of
being annoyed. Synonym irritation. Ant-
onym pleasure 0O to someone’s annoyance
so that someone is annoyed O I took both sets
of keys home with me, much to his
annoyance.

® annoyed /o'noid/ adj slightly angry or
impatient O He was annoyed with his neigh-
bour who had cut down one of his trees. O 1
was annoyed to find someone had stolen my
mobile phone. O We came back from holiday
to find some very annoyed letters from the
gas company. Antonym pleased

® annoying /o'nory/ adj making you an-
gry O [ find it very annoying that the post
doesn’t come before 10 o’clock. © How an-
noying! I've got to go back to the shop be-
cause 1 forgot to buy some milk. O The baby
has an annoying cough which won’t go
away. Synonym maddening. Antonym
pleasing

® annual /'znjual/ adj happening once a
year O The village fair is an annual event. O I
get annual interest of 6% on my savings ac-
count. Synonym yearly ® noun 1. a plant
which grows from a seed and produces its
flowers and dies, all in the same year O We
will put tall plants at the back of the flower-
bed and annuals in front. 2. a book which is
published each year O the Beano annual
annually /'&njusli/ adv every year
annuity /o'njuiiti/ noun an amount of
money paid to someone each year. Synonym
pension (NOTE: The plural is annuities.)
annul /o'nal/ verb 1. to stop something hav-
ing a legal effect 2. to end a marriage by stat-
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ing that it is not legal (NOTE: annulling —
annulled)

annulment /o'nalmont/ noun the ending
of a marriage or a contract by stating that it
does not exist

anode /'@noud/ noun a positive terminal
on a piece of electrical equipment

anoint /o'nomt/ verb to put oil onto a per-
son as part of a religious ceremony
anomaly /o'nomali/ noun an unusual
thing. Synonym irregularity (NOTE: The
plural is anomalies.)

anon /o'non/ abbr anonymous
anonymity /@na'nimiti/ noun the hiding
of your real name

anonymous /o'nonimas/ adj without stat-
ing a name

anorak /'enorak/ noun 1. a warm water-
proof jacket, sometimes with a hood (NOTE:
The US term is windbreaker or parka.) 2.
someone who is too interested in a particular
subject, especially one that seems unfashion-
able or dull to other people (informal)
anorexia /,zna'reksio/ noun a condition
caused by an extreme fear of becoming fat
and marked by ill health as a result of not eat-
ing enough

anorexic /,&na'reksik/ adj referring to or
affected by anorexia

® another adj, pron 1. one more © I'd like
another one of those cakes, please. © Would
you like another drink? 2. a different one O
He’s bought another car. O She tried on one
dress after another, but couldn’t find any-
thing she liked. » each other, one another
® answer /'ainsa/ noun a reply, letter or
conversation after someone has written or
spoken to you, asking you a question O [
phoned his office but there was no answer. O
Have you had an answer to your letter yet? O
in answer to as a reply to O [ am writing in
answer to your letter of October 6th. m verb
1. to reply, to speak or write words to some-
one who has spoken to yo